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vi DEDICATION. 
the Nu rſing-· mother of a moſt 


happy * 


Your MajkEsTv's tender 
regard to our Sex's modeſty, 


makes a Treatiſe of Midwifery 
implore Vour Royal Protec- 


tion; the practice of which is 
generally ſo little underſtood 
by Women Midwives, eſpe- 
cially in the Country: where 


'tho' the Women are common- 


ly more robuſt, and pure Na- 


ture in great 3 aſſiſts, the 
leaſt difficulty has frequently 


baffled the Midwife's judg- 
ment, and ſhe often forced to 
ſend for a Man; when the 


Labour has been no more 


than a common Caſe, as a 


Child's pitching wrong, &c. 


And 
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DEDICATION. vi 
And there's another misfor- 
tune, that *tis rare to find in 
the Country, Gentlemen that 


are grave and old experienc'd 


Practitioners ; which forces 
our Sex to ſubmit to every 
boytſh Pretender; by which 
our modefty is expoſed, and 
the Midwife's reputation hurt : 


to prevent which (as far as in 


my power) I rcfoly'd to pub- 
liſh fome Obſervations in my 
Practice; in hopes they'll 
prove inſtructive to ſome Wo- 


men Midwives,eſpecially thoſe 


of the lower claſs. And in 
this undertaking, to whom 


can I fly for Protection, but 


to Your MAJEST , the 


Fountain of all perfect Vir- 
5 Az tue, 
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tue, and the generous Encou- 


rager « of all Arts and Sciences. 


I will not venture to touch 
on Your MAJjEsTY's Excel- 


lencies; that many learned 


pens have tried, and all fell 


infinitely ſhort chere 


fore muſt unwillingly be 


ſilent where I ought to expreſs 

moſt; and, imploring Your 
MajEsTv's Royal Protection 
and Forgiveneſs, beg leave to 


ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Your MaJjesTyY's 
J Obedient, and moſt. 


Sarah Stone. 
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PREFACE 


READER 


HE Occaſion of my 
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G5 publiſhing this ſmall 
SETTER: Treatiſe is, in hopes 

it may prove inſtruc- 
tive to ſome Women Profeſſors 
in the Art of Midwifery; and 
inform them in a right, ſafe, 
and juſt practice of that Art: 
that they may be able to deli- 
ver in difficult Labours, as well 


4 


as thoſe that are not ſo. For I 


cannot 


The PREFACE. 
. comprehend, why Wo- 
men are not capable of com- 
pleating this bufineſs when be- 
gun, without calling in of Men 
to their aſſiſtance, who are of- 
ten ſent for, when the Work is 
near finiſhd; and then the Mid- 
wife, who has taken all the pains, 
18 accounted of little value, and 
the young men command all the 
praiſe. Which unskilful prac- 
tices of Women-Midwives being 
often repeated, give occaſion for 
Pregnant Women to beſpeak 
them, ſo that it is become quite 


a faſhion ; eſpecially with the 


Bri/tol Ladies. 

I eam well aſſured, unleſs the 
Women-Midwives give them- 
ſelves more to the Study of this 
Art, and learn the difficult 
part of their buſineſs, that the 
Modeſty of our Sex will be in 
great danger of "00S loft, for 
VPN ; want 
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want of good Women-Midwives, 


by being ſo much expoſed to 


the Men profeſling this Art: for 


'tis arrived to that height al- 
ready, that almoſt every young 
Man, who hath ſerved his Ap- 


prenticeſhip to a Barber-Sur- 


8 


geon, immediately ſets up for 


a Man-Midwite ; altho' as ig- 
norant, and, indeed, much igno- 
ranter, than the meaneſt Wo- 
man of the Profeſſion. | 

But theſe young Gentlemen- 


' Profeſſors put on a finiſhd aſſu- 


rance, with pretence that their 
Knowledge exceeds any Wo- 
mans, becauſe they have ſeen, 
or gone thro, a Courſe of Ana- 
tomy: and fo, if the Mother, 
or Child, or both die, as it often 
happens, then they die Secun- 
dum Artem; for a Man was 
there, and the Woman-Midwife 
bears all the blame. Then it is, 

that 


that our young and well- aſſurd 


pretenders boaſt, had they been 
there ſoon, neither ſhould have 
died. Tho' I have made it my 
Obſervation within theſe few 
years, That more Women and 
Children have died by the hands 
of ſuch Profeſſors, than by the 
greateſt imbecillity and igno- 
rance of ſome Women-Midwives, 


who never went thro', or ſo much 


as heard of, a Courſe of Anatomy. 


For, give me leave to tell thoſe 


Young Gentlemen pretenders, 


who undertake the Practice of 
Midwitery with only the know- 


ledge of diſſecting the Dead, 
that all the Living who have or 
thall come under their care, in 
any difficulty, have and may ſe- 
verely pay for what knowledge 
they attain to in the Art of Mid- 
wifery; eſpecially ſuch young 
ones as now pretend to practiſe: 


by : 
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The PREFACE. Kill 
by whom (I am well aſſured) 
there are many ſufferers both 
Mothers and Children ; yea, In- 
fants have been born alive, with 
their Brains working out of their 
Heads: occaſion d "by the too 
common uſe of Inſtruments : 
which I never found but very 


little uſe to be made of, in 


all my practice. I have had 
the opportunity of going thro' 
a great number of difficult La- 
bours, living in and near Taun- 
7on, a place where there was no 
Man- Midwife, and a town whol- 


ly depending on the Woollen 


Manufactory, the Combing and 
Weaving Part, which many Wo- 
men are bred to there ; and, I 


believe, has been the "occaſion 


of many Wrong Births and Bad 


Labours, which I was obliged 


to be at, among the poorer ſort 


of Women. And as I never 
a found 


Kiv The PREFACE. 


found Inſtruments requiſite a- 
bove four times in my life; 1o 
I am certain, where twenty Wo- 


men are deliver d with Inſtru- 


ments (which is now become a 
common practice) that nineteen 
of them might be deliver d with- 
out, if not the twentieth, as 
will appear in my Obſervations. 
Wherefore it 1s my intention 
(with God s aſſiſtance) to inſtruct 


my Siſters of the Profeſſion; that 


it may be in their power to de- 
liver all manner of Births, with 
more eale and ſafety, than has 


hitherto been practis d by many 


of them, and without expoſing 
the Lives of their Women and 
Children to every boyiſh Pre- 
tender. For diſſecting the Dead, 
and being juſt and tender to the 


Living, are vaſtly different; for 


it muſt be ſuppoſed that there 


is a tender regard one Woman 
bears 
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bears to another, and a natural 
| Sympathy in thoſe that have 
gone thro' the Pangs of Child- 
bearing ; which, doubtleſs, oc- 
caſion a compaſſion for thoſe that 
labour under thoſe circumſtan- 
ces, which no man can be a judge 


of. 
[ have 2 ſeveral Women 


open d; and tis not improper 
for all of the Profeſſion to ſee 
Diſſections, and read Anatomy, 


as I have done. But had I in- 
ſpected into them all my life, 
and not been inſtructed in Mid- 
wifery by my Mother, and De- 


puty to her full fix years, it 


would have ſignified but little; 
nor ſhould I have dared to have 
undertaken ſuch a Profeſſion, 
leſt any Life ſhould have been 
loſt thro my ignorance ; which 
I am well aſſured, thro” the 
bleſſing of God, has never hap» 
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pened. I am not in the leaft 


condemning: juſt PraQitioners, 
men of erudition, grave and 


ſedate, and whoſe judgments are 
unqueſtionable: they, without 
doubt, are juſtly to be eſteem d. 


But my whole deſign in this 
{mall piece is to be plain in my 
inſtructions, that Midwives of 


the loweſt capacity may be 


able to Deliver their Women, 
without calling in, or ſending 
for, a Man, in every little ſeem- 
ing difficulty ; but if they have 
not ſtrength, which I take to 
be the : occaſion of requiring 
their aſſiſtance in ſome circum- 
ſtances; I would adviſe the 
Midwives of Bri/tol, to take 
ſpecial care to ſend for a juſt 


Practitioner; and, if -oflible, 


one without partiality : : Who 
values a Mother's and Child's 
Liſe, and the Midwifes Repu- 


ta tion, 
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ger ; Which has been by begin- 
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tation, more than his own ſiniſter 


Ends. 
in my humble opinion, it is 
neceſſary that Midwives ſhould 
employ three years at leaſt, with 
{ome ingenious woman practiſing 
this Art. For if ſeven years 
muſt be ſerved to learn a Trade, 
] think three years as little as 
poſlible to be inſtructed in an 
Art where Life depends. 

I believe I ſhall make it ap- 
pear, that a great part of the 


Miſcarriage of many Midwives, 


occaſioning the ſufferings of 1e- 
veral Mothers and Children, 1s 
for want of knowledge when to 
aſſiſt a Woman, and when to 
omit it. I have often been call d 
to the aſſiſtance of many Mid- 
wives, and have found Mothers 
and Children in the utmoſt dan- 


ing 
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ing their work before its due 


time; they imagining every 
uncertain Pain a Woman hath, 
to be her Labour: which Paing 


are common, and attend many 


Women a Month or Six Weeks 


before their Time of Delivery 


(which I have found by expe- 
rience.) 

I ſhall not fill any part of this 
book, with needleſs diſcourſes 
on the Parts of Generation, nor 
the Reaſons of Conception ; 


neither ſhall I concern myſelf, 


or give my opinion, why ſome 
Women do not conceive; many 
Authors being copious on ſuch 
Subjects. For my part, I think 
all the Diſorders of Teeming 
Women do not belong to Mid- 
wives ; but they ought to com- 
mit themſelyes to the Care of 
a Phyſician; 3 Mid wife buſi- 

neſs 
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| neſs being only to be well in- 
ſtructed in her Profeſſion : then 
with a good Reſolution, and 
the Bleſſing of God, ſhe needs 
not fear going thro the moſt 
difficult part of her buſineſs, 
with as good ſucceſs as I have 
done thele five and thirty years. 
For I am well aſſured, that 
abundance of hard Labours are 
owing to the want of good judg- 
ment in the firſt beginnings of 
Travail. 
Excuſe me if I have been 
guilty of Prolixity, Tautology, 
or Circumlocution ; my deſign 
in this Treatiſe being to inſtruct 
the meaneſt capacity, and not 
to meddle with thoſe of Eru- 
dition, &c. I heartily wiſh what 
I have wrote may be of ſervice 
to my Siſters Profeſſors in the 
Art of Midwifery : and that 


the 


the Omaipotent, Omniſcient, 
and Omnipreſent God, may 
grant you All Succeſs, is the 
hearty and ſincere Prayer, of 


Tour True and Faithful 


Friend and Servant, 


From my Houſe in Pic- | | 
cadilly, over-againft Sarah Ston e. 


#he Right Hon. the 
Earlof Burlington's. 
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The wllowing 1 being from 
a Gentleman juſtly celebrated 
in his Profeſſion, I ſhall take 
the liberty to prefix it to this 
Work; and hope for the Au- 
thor's excuſe as well as that 
of the Publick, for ſo doing: 
the Motive for it being far 
1 from That of Fanity or Con- 

4 ceit; tho', I think, any Per- 
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in the Approbation of the 
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| A Copy of a Letter from Dr. 
Allen f * to 
Ar. Stone. 


SIR, 
Received Tour's of the 18th, 


by which I find Tou and Mrs. 


Stone are removed from Brittol, 
b and 
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XXII Dr. Allen's Letter 


and are ſettled in London; which 

Ivery beartily wiſh may be great- 
Iy to Your Advantage. Sure I 

am, if Knowledge and Sill in 
Tour Profeſſions ; Honeſty, In- 
duſtry, and Care, will procure 
Tou Buſineſs, Jou will not want 
for a Recommendation to as ma- 
ny as ſhall be ſo happy as to have 
any Knowledge of Tou. Tou know 
tbe only Objection I had to Tour 
leaving Briſtol for London, was 
my Fear how Jou would be able 
to get an Acquaintance in Lon- © 
don, at Tour Time of Life; but 


I hope, That by Tour own and 


Mrs. Stone's Qualifications above 
mentioned, Jou will be able t9 
ſurmount that Difficulty. We 
have ihree or four Midwives in 
this Town at preſent, but they 
bear very poor Charatters. The 


Place was much happier m that 
reſpect when Mrs. Stone began 


her 
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ber Practice here. Iremember ſhe 
exerces d her Art, tho' then very 
young, with great Applauſe and 
Succeſs, having been taught ber 
Mill by the famous Mrs. Holmes 
her r. the beſt Midwiſe 
that ever I knew. The great and 
populous Town of Taunton en- 
larged her Experience, and 


Briſtol perfected and fited her 


for the Metropolis, London; 


where, I hope, ſhe will reap a 


very plentiful Harveſt, anſwer- 


able to her true Merit. 
You acquaint me that ſhe Fs 


going to publiſh fe ome Obſerva- 


lions of her own, in the Art of 


Midwifery : She was % kmd 


ſome Time ſmace to ſhew me, in 


MSS. a few of thoſe Caſes; and 


indeed ſome of them were very 


curious and mſtructive. I wiſh 
it may gain her great Credit and 


Reputation, 1 NO be Ls to 
Baue 


xx Dr; Alten's; Sc. 
have: the Pleaſure of ſeemg it 
when it comes abroad, and ſhall 


Succeſs and Proſperity in all 
Tour: Affairs ; and, according to 
the Compliment of the Seaſon, 
wiſh Jou a happy New Tear, and 
very many of them ; who am, 


Bridgwater, 
Dec.25, 1736. 


Your Aﬀctionate Friend 


and Servant, 


JohN ALLEN. 


truly rejoice to hear of both Jour 
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Os ERVATION I. 
pe Delivery of a Woman, 
her Child being lodg'd on 
the Share-Bone. 

II Dridgewater, So- 


mer ſelſbire, 1703. 1 
was ſent for to Hun- 


bill, to a Farmer's 


[Ta 


wife, who had been 

in Labour three days: her Pains 
were declining, and ſhe reduced 
B = 


4 [ 
- 
gi - 
111 0 
1 
Ai 

$917 

FLEDE 

1744 

e 
1 1 

$95; 
1 
- 1549 

34 'F 
ps 7 

1 3 
1 

[1911 
1411 
Lil 
11 
15 

14 
1 
* ' 

: 
bis 1.4 

44 

1 
A 

139] 

$17 

145 

17 

1749 

17245 
e 

17 4 7 

15 

#7 4 
1 
EE 
i : 

. 

'F; 

3} 

5 
1 
11 
. 
' 1.3 05 

12 ; 
TIT . 
1 

4 
1 
* 1 
{ $42 ' 

« 
+4 
SLE» 
4753 

fg 

hs = 
3 5 
1 ** 

1 
- 

4 

1 * 
Er . 
I 3s 
5 4 
, 

, 11 
1 
11 
© by : 
4 | 
7 2 1 
11 

N 

4 
e 
1 
* +] 
1 
11 
s 4.4: j 
T4) 
z = 
47 7 N 
33.98 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

"FL 
1 
. to 
FT. 
-+ & 

E £4 

: 
48 
11 
1 * 
417% 
1 
14 
. 
CH | 
* 
110 
1 
DN : 
3g Hy 
Ws 1 4 
1 
9 
3 ö 
a 

4 
©. 
43 

1 
7 4 
4: 
"1 
4b « 
14 ö 
LF 
1 * ro 
4 


17 
„ 
7 
4 
| ; 
x 


—  ——  — — — 


— 4 — — * i 8 
— T rn — ef I oO CF ELIOR 1 
.. S * — p 
- . * Set — ae hae 2 
. 


lieving it dead the day before. 


1 Complete Prattice 
to the utmoſt degree of Weak- 


neſs ; not having been in Bed 


all that time, (which 1s the com- 


mon, but very bad, practice of 


the Country Midwives.) When 
I came, I found her Spirits quite 
exhauſted ; and her Midwife, 
being alſo fatigued, was In a 
ſound ſleep. 
on the Bed, and by Touching 
her, found the Child lay on the 
Os Pubis (or Share-bone.) The 
Waters being gone, made the 
remaining part of her Labour 
the more difficult: however, re- 
lieving her Child from the Os 
Pubis, which ftrengthen'd her 
Pains, I deliver d herof a Daugh- 
ter alive, and that in the ſpace 


of three hours; to the grand 
ſurprize of her Midwife, when 


awake, who ſeem'd glad the 
Child was born alive, ſhe be- 
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OBSERVATION II. 
The Delivery of a Woman, 


being four days in Labour, 
and her Child very much 


_ Pairified. 
WAS ſent for to Brun 


to a Farmer s wife, who was 
one of my mother's Women ; 
and my mother being then dead 
about three months, ihe had 
ſpoke to me: but ſome of her 
friends prevailed with her to 
have another Midwife. The 
reaſon was, I was then thought 
too young, and that an elderly 
woman would do better. But 
when JI came, I found the wo- 
man bolſter' d upright, breathe- 
1 ing 
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ing very ſhort, her Noſtrils 
working, and her Pulſe very 
quick and irregular, as tho Life 
was departing. 


I askK'd the Midwife, How long 


ſhe had been in that manner? 


ſhe told me from Thuriday, and 
this was on the Monday morn- 
ing following. The Woman 
ſaid ſhe had not felt the Child 
from Friday ; and, probably, it 
might be dead longer, by the 
putrefaction of the child. I 
could not help letting the Mid- 


wife, and women that were with 


her, know, That her life was 
in the utmoſt danger, proper 
aſſiſtance having been too long 
neglected; and it was my opi- 
nion, ſhe could not long ſurvive. 
They deſir d me to deliver her, 
which, thanks to the Omnipo- 

tent, I did, in thirty minutes, 


tho with great difficulty; by 


reaſon 
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7 notwithſtanding which the Wo- 
man did well. 


[Os 


OBSERVATION III. 


The Delivery of a Woman in 
a violent Flooding, and her 


Child dead. 


Petherton, two miles from 
rideewater, to a Taylor's wife. 
hen I came to her ſhe was Iv- 

ing on the bed ſpeechleſs; for 
| he had flooded in ſo violent a 


[ 1 WAS ſoon after ſent for to 
| Br 
* W 


manner, that ſhe never ſtain d 


a Cloth at, or after, her De- 
2 livery. When I had ſtated her 
dangerous Caſe, I Touch'd her: 
the Secundine, [ found, prefent- 
ed firſt; but Searching further, 


found 
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tound the Waters not gone ; 
wherefore having two beds in 
one room, I order d the other 
to be ready to receive her; ſo 
breaking the Waters, the Child s 
head preſented : but ſhe being 
faint by the prodigious loſs of 
blood, I examin d for the Feet; 

which in ſearching tor, I found 
the Navel-i{tring without the 
leaſt Pullation ; a plain demon- 
ftration the Child was dead. 
However, I found the Feet with 
leſs Difficulty than I ſometimes 
have, and deliver'd her in leſs 
than fifteen minutes of a large 
boy, who, by all circumſtances, 
had been dead about cight hours; 
which, no doubt, happen'd thro 

her great loſs of Mood. As ſoon 
as J "had deliverd her of the 
Child and After-Birth (aſſiſted 
by the Women) we laid her in 
the other bed. Twas a full 
hour 
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hour before ſhe ſpoke; when 
ſhe recoverd her ſpirits ſthe de- 


clar'd, ſhe remember d not any 
thing of her being deliver d. 
She lived and did well : for ri- 
ding that way about five weeks 
after, ] called to ſee her, and 
found her out of danger, but 
weak, and her Legs inclind to 
{well, which is common in iuch 
caſes : but this was ſoon remo- 
ved, by taking a few doſes of 
Proper Phyſick, when capable 
of receiving it. Twas F months 
before ſhe recover d ſtrength 
enough to ſtir abroad ; tho had 
her Midwife had judgment to 
have deliver d her, as ſoon as ſhe 


fell into ſuch Floodings, the 


Child's life might have been 
ſaved, and the mother preſer- 
ved from extreme danger; be- 
ſides the expences that ſuch 


weak Lyings- in occaſion, which 


are 
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are very chargeable to poor 
people. i 
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OBSERVATION IV. 


The Delivery of a Woman, 
her Child being fixed on the 
Os Pubis, or Share-bore. 


EN a ſhort ti after I was 

ſent for to Bromeld, to a 
barmer's wite, who had been in 
Labour about eight and forty 
hours, her Midwife being all 
the time with her. She was a 
woman of very low ſpirits ; her 
Pains were ſhort, by reaſon the 
Childs head fixd on the Os 
Pubis (or Share-bone.) I have 
oblerved, in all ſuch Labours, 
the Pains are very ſhort, and 
extreme ſharp : The reaſon is, 
the 


to preſs any where; but to paſs 


by, or thro' the Vagina, and 
gently feel for the Entrance or 
Mouth of the Womb; and if it 


be in a wrong fituation, to place 


1 it right, or dilate it, as there 


is occaſion : which I ſhall ſhew 
as my Obſervations give me 


leave. In this caſe, I examined 
the Matrix, and found the In- 
ner Orifice lay very high to her 
Back, and open enough to ad- 


mit of my Fore- finger, which 
I ſoon dilated to the admittance 


ö of my next finger, and with 


them both gently drew the Ma- 
C 0 
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the Pains force the Child's head 
on the Os Pubis, which proves 
7 injurious both to Mother and 
Child. The practice of Mid- 
wives, in general, in this caſe, 
is to preſs hard on the back 
part of the body; when, indeed, 
they have not the leaſt occaſion 


* 2 
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trix (or Womb) towards the 
Os Pubis (or Share- bone;) and 
as [dilated with my two fingers, 


at the ſame time, I relieved and 


kept back the Child's head from 
the Os Pubis. Which practice 
I have always found ſucceſsful : 

for by ſuch proceeding the Child 
is retarded (or kept back,) the 
Pains ſtrengthened, and the La- 
bour happily finiſhd in a little 
time; as it hath happened to 
me innumerable times, in ſuch 


Labours. I deliver d this Wo- 


man in two hours, as I aſſured 
her ſhe would be, when I firſt 
came to her: ſhe ſeem d not to 
credit me, but found it truth. 
T have attended the ſame Wo- 
man divers times ; all her La- 
bours are near the ſame, yet ſhe 
and the Children do well, and 
hath tolerable _— "= 
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OBSERVATION V. 


The Delivery of a Woman 
whoſe L#: was deſpaired 
of, her Child lying ſo long 
on the Os Pubis. 


WAs ſent for to North. cur- 
ry, to a Shoemaker's wife; 

1 tound her in a very deplorable 
condition, and by all her friends 
given to Death; for they told 
me, That the Shoemaker's for- 
mer wife was in the very ſame 
caſe as this, and ſhe died unde- 


liver'd; and they were ſure this 


Woman would alſo. The poor 
Woman fitting up in a chair, 
with the ſymptoms of Death in 


her face, and all ſpectators pro- 
G 3% nouncing 
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nouncing Death againſt her, I 
Touch d her, and ailurd them 
all, that, with God's aſſiſtance, ? 
I did not doubt of delivering 4 
her in two hours; which I ac- * 
cordingly did: both Mother and 
Child did well. I have deliver d 
her of ſeveral Children ſince, 
and ſhe is yet alive. I could not 


help ſmiling, to hear how the 
womens ſentiments alter'd ; for 


they were poſitive in their op1- 


nions, That had I been with the 
firſt wife, ſhe had not died. This 
Woman's Cale was much like the 


Woman's in the fourth Obſer— 
vation. The Mazrix was open, 
and the Midwite had taken great 
pains to deliver this poor Wo- 

man: but inſtead of relieving. 


the Child off the Os Pubis, ſhe 
work d on the Back; a practice 


too much approy'd of by moſt 
authors. My principal aim in 
this, 


pay. pany 


j a. od. he, 
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this, is to inform my ſiſters in 
the Profeſſion, That if they 
know how to relieve the Child 
from the Os Pubis, they need not 
fear; the Back-part will ſoon 
vield full faſt enough for any 
Woman to bear: I always found 


it ſo; and have been oblig d to 


] ſupport the Back-part with my 
hands, to prevent its being in- 


jured. 
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OBSERVATION VI. 


The Delivery of a Woman, 
in the uttermoſt danger of 
Life, by the After-Burthen 
being left behind eight days. 


WAS ſent for to a Tucker's 
wite in Taunton, in High- 
Street. She was taken with a 
Convulſion Fit, was two and 
twenty weeks gone with Child, 
and in the Fit the Child came 

from her ; her Midwite, who 
liv d the next door, was inſtant- 
ly calld to her aſſiſtance, but 
could not bring the Secundine 

(or After-Birth) away. The poor 
Woman lay in an extreme weak 
condition, with continual Flood- 


ings ; 


al 


2 2 28 
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ings; a Phyſician attended her, 
and order'd her Medicines to 


ſtop them. As ſoon as he was 
gone, her Midwives (tor then 


the had three with her) conſult- 


ed, and agreed to boil Herbs, 
and give her, to force the Se- 
cundine (or After-Birth) away. 
But ſoon after, ſhe being to all 


human reaſon expiring, the Phy- 
fician was ſent for again, to ſtop 
her Floodings ; and in that de- 


plorable condition ſhe lay eight 


days, when I was ſent for. I 
> Touch'd her, and found the 
Mouth of the Mazrix open, 
about the breadth of a Shilling. 
I introduc'd my fore-finger, and 
then the ſecond; and with great 
; difficulty I broug ght off the Alter- 
Birth in divers pieces, very rot- 
ten and offenſive. I was obliged 
gently to preſs my left hand on 
her Belly, to keep the Marry 
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ſteddy, or elſe it could not have 
been done. The Woman re- 
coverd, and livd many years, 
and had one Child after ; con- 
trary to the opinion of her Mid- 
wives, they thinking it impoſ- 
ſible for her to recover. The 
Phyſician met me the next 
morning at her houſe, and gave 
me thanks for the ſervice I had 
done his Patient. He ſaid, twas 
always his opinion it muſt be 
brought off; but her Midwives 
{aid it could not be done. It 
was near five months before 
the recoyerd ſtrength to go 
abroad. 
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' OBSERVATION VII. 
3 ; | The Delivery of two Women, 


their Children ha dung a 
Dropſy in their Heads. 


T Taunton | attended an 

Inn-keepers Wite. She 
was taken in Labour on a Thurſ- 
day, and ſent for her Midwife, 
who gave her hopes of a ſpeedy 
Delivery. About midnight the 
Waters broke, and Pains a little 
abated, till Friday evening, and 
then her Pangs returnd very 


violent. She remaind in that 


extremity till I was ſent for, 


which was on Sunday evening: 
I found her more likely to die 
than to live, which made me 


D unwilling 
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unwilling to undertake her De- 
livery ; but ſhe defired me, for 
God's ſake, to do it, it ſhe died 
the next moment. Her incon- 
ſoleable caſe oblig d me to un- 


h her Delivery. In Touch- 
ing her, I found the Child came 


with the Breech foremoſt, and 


both Feet lay acroſs the Neck : 
whereupon, exerting my utmoſt 
ftrength, I brought the Feet to 
the Knees ; and, with the aſſiſ- 
tance of a woman, extracted 


the Child to the Neck: but 


finding the Head ſtick, I ſearch'd, 
and found the Head very large, 
and protuberant with water; 
the Coronal Sutures being ſepa- 
rated at leaſt two inches from 
each other, occaſioned by the 
large quantity of water con- 
raind: in the Child's Head. I 
made an Incifion between the 
Sutures ; the water flow'd free- 


ly : 


J of MIDWIFERY. I9 
ly: I then had but little diffi- 
culty to bring the Head, and 
Z ſoon after brought away the Se- 
7 cundine (or After-Birth.) It was 
very black; owing, I believe, to 
a Mortification ſhe had in her 
Belly; of which the died the 


third day after Delivery. When 


dead, I perceived her Belly 
to be as green as graſs, being 
mortified. It proceeded, as [ 
cConceive, from a great preſſure 
2 often repeated, by the Women, 
in keeping her Belly down, ac- 
cording to her Midwite s direc- 
tions. The reaſon ſhe gave me 
for it was, That all the Woman's 
= Pains, inſtead of Bearing down, 
every Pain roſe up the Child, 
and ſtraiten d her Belly, round 
her Navel, as tho it would have 
broke thro. I laid my hand on 
her Belly, and it ſeemd to me, 
that all the ſubſtance between 

* the 


20 4A Complete Praclice 


the Child s Head and my hand, 
was not thicker than fine paper. 
The Woman told me, That at- 
ter her Waters were gone, ſhe 
never had one Pain like thoſe 
ſhe uſed to have of her former 
Children; ſhe having had ſeven 
before. 1 eaſily perceivd the 
reaſon, when I found the Childs 
Head erected as high as poſſible; 
for tis common for Children, 
whilſt alive, to make the ſtrong- 
eſt efforts to be born the way 
the Head lies: but after this 
Child was dead, the largeneſs of 
the Head hindered the Pangs 
being ſucceſsful, but, on the 
contrary, became very injurious. 
put a Tunnel in the Child's 
Head, where I made the Punc- 
ture, and pourd in five full 
pints of water, and judg'd it 
would have held half a pint 
are, which made the Head 
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prodigiouſly large, and impoſ- 
ſible to be born of any woman 
in the world. And for want of 
this Woman's being deliver d, 


when her Waters broke, the loſt 


her life: which 1s very plain ; 


for a Smith's wife, a near neigh- 
bour, and intimate acquaintance 


of hers, was at that time about 
twelve weeks gone with Child. 
She was often with the Woman, 
and ſaw the Child; which was 

a great imbecility in her, and 
ſo it is with any Woman that is 
pregnant, to ſee any thing that 
may affect their Infants, as this 
did : for two months before her 
Time was expired, ſhe ſent for 
me, and deſir'd my afliſtance 
whenever her Labour came on, 
ſhe telling me, ſhe was poſitive 
her Child would be the ſame as 


her deceaſed friend's. She told 


me the was 1n the ſame way 
5 f as 
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as her friend; ſhe had heard 
her complain often, whilft with 
Child: and, indeed, it proved 
too true. For when I was ſent 
for to her, I found her Labour, 
and the Situation of the Child, 
and the Dropſical Head, with 
every particular, as the Inn- 
holder's wife. As ſoon as the 
Waters broke, I ſearch'd for the 
Feet, ſo brought the Child's 
Body; but was obligd to make 
an Inciſion in the Head, as in 
the former Child. Her whole 
time of Delivery exceeded not 
an hour; the Child s Head con- 
tained near the ſame quantity of 
Water as t'other Child. Se 
did very well, and had ſeveral > 

Children after: which is a plain 
demonſtration, if the other wo- 
man had been deliver'd as ſoon 
as her Waters broke, (the only 
time to deliver all Wrong Births) 
ne 


4 


4 W 8 — — 
o IS HOPS MATS, 4 - * 
= oi RE AR TEE POO Os, Pair, ie 
wx "EIN oY OY "4 e 
ä T. KR Ee 


METTEA® 2 a * 
e 4 N 2 , 
COKE, 3 ; 
3 1 1 


of MIDWIFERY. 23 
ſhe might have lived ; for their 
Labours begun equal, the Chil- 


dren exact alike ; the bulk of 
the Head, and the diſtance of 


the Sutures, as tho it had been 


the firſt Child born twice. I 
hope it will be a warning to all 
Breeding Women, that may read 
or know it, not to be at Difficult 
or Uncommon Labours. 


OBSERVATION VIII. 


The Delivery of a Woman, 
who was likely 70 be rained 
thro' the ignorance of her 
Midwife. 

FEW days after I was 

ſent for, by St. Mary 


Ns 5 Chur ch, to a Woman 
who 
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who had been in Labour two 
days and three nights. The 
Midwife that was with her told 
her friends, ſhe believ d ſhe could 
not be Deliver d. They hearing 
I was near (for I was attending 
on a Gentlewoman who was near 
her Time) ſent for me. When 
came, I found the Woman ex- 
tremely fatigued, in a violent 
Tranſudation, that even her 


gown was wet with Sweat: I 


never ſaw a Woman in greater 
extremity. I Touchd her, and 
found the Child lay right, but 
over the Os Paubis. I was fur- 
priz.d in Touching her, to find 
her Fundament ſpread broader 
than the palm of my hand. I 
ask d the Midwife what ſhe had 
been doing: ſhe told me that in 
opening the outer gate, (as ſhe 
calld it) was the way, ſaid ſhe, 
to help the inner. I was aſto- 

niſh'd 
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niſh'd at her ignorance ; but 


have found ſince that it is too 
common a practice, even among 
the Men (but not the judicious) 
as well as Women Midwives, to 
work on the Back- part, which 


they have no buſineſs to med- 


dle with; unleſs it be to ſup- 
port it from the injury tis often 
in danger of. I immediately 
endeavourd to deliver her, by 
paſſing my two fore- fingers be- 
tween the Os Pubis and the 
Child's Head. I ſoon rehev dit, 
and in one hour and a quarter 
I deliverd her of a luſty Boy. 
Both Mother and Child did well. 
'Tis my Opinion, had J not af- 


ſiſted this Woman, ſhe muſt ſoon 


have been ruin'd, if not loft her 
Lite. 3 
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OBSERVATION EX. 


The Delivery of a Woman, 
the Child's Arm being 
without the Birth four 
days. | 


N Bridgewater J was ſent 
for to a ſtreet below Hunt- 
ſpill, to a Farmers wife, who 
had been in Labour four days. 
Her Mid wife told me, That her 
Waters had broke, and the Child's 
Arm preſented on Thurſday 
night, and then her Pangs left 
her: which is very common in 
all Wrong Births. They ſent 
for me on Sunday morning. I 
ask d the Mid wife, Why ſhe had 
not help ſooner? She reply'd, 


ye She 
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She waited for Pains. I then 
inform'd her, That inall Wrong 
Births Pains were of no Uſe, 
but, on the contrary, pernicious, 
The poor Woman had been ſo 
ill uſed, that it was ſome time 
before I could perſuade her to 
ſuffer me to Touch her, ſaying 
ſhe chole to die, rather than go 
through any more Pain in that 
manner. I aſſur d her, with the 
Omnipotent's leave, I would de- 
liver her in leſs than half an 
hour. She then conſented TI 
ſhould try. J laid her a-croſs 
the Bed, on her Knees, with a 
bolſter and pillow under her 
Stomach, that her Belly might 
lie hollow: which I have found, 
in general, to be the eaſieſt and 
beſt way, giving liberty for 
turning a Child. I Touch d her, 
and found the Child's Arm hal'd 
out, as far as the Shoulder, and 

Ez broke 
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broke in two places. I flid my 
hand gently along the Child's 

Arm and Ribs, with ſome diffi- 

_culty ; ſo advanced further, till 
I found one Foot, and drew it 
towards me ; the other ſoon 
follow d. I wrap'd them in lin- 
nen, for the better hold, and 
deliver d her, altho the Child 
was much ſ{welld. I ſuppoſe 
the Infant had been dead from 
the Friday before. In her De- 
livery ſhe never complain'd once 

of any Pain. I askd her, How 
ſhe could bear the turning of 
her Child, and Delivery without 
complaining ? She told me, She 
had endur'd a thouſand times 
more Pain by the hands of her 

Midwife; and ſome Handy Wo- 
men (as they call them) which 
were about her, told her, That 

ſend for whom ſhe wou'd, ſhe 
could never be deliyerd ; but 

they 
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they were ſoon convinced of 
their abſurdity and brutiſh deal- 
ing with the poor Sufferer ; for 
ſhe was deliverd, and laid in 
her Bed ina comfortable man- 
ner, in leſs than half an hour, 
to their great ſurprize. She 
had a good Lying-in, and was 
abroad in three Weeks. 


„ * 
The Delivery of a Woman, 


whoſe Child had been dead 
four Months, and not Pu- 


trified. 


N Taunton, a Smith's wite, 
being a Waſher-woman, de- 


tired my aſliſtance when ſhe 
ſhould want it. She told me, 
She had not felt the Child, ſince 
ſhe 
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ſhe quicken d, for a month. For 
hanging ſome cloaths on a line 
to dry, it being out of her reach, 
ſhe felt a prodigious Motion of 
her Child, and never felt it at- 
terwards. Her Reckoning be- 
ing almoſt out, ſhe deſir d my 
aſſiſtance; (It ſhe was with Child?) 
1 told her, I did not doubt but 
the was; but twas my opinion 
the Child was dead from that 
time. She ſhew d me her Breaſts, 
which were as full of Milk, as if 
ſhe had been a Nurle. She was 
obliged to milk them twice a 
day; and never milk d leſs than 
half a pint a days out of each 
at a time. 

She went a Month beyond 
her Reckoning, and then ſhe 
had ſeveral Pains. That day 
ihe ſent for me in the evening: 
i Touch'd her, and found her 
Water ſunk without the Neck 
of 
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of the Womb : the skin that re- 
taind it was ſo very thin, that 
with the leaſt touch it broke. I 
received ſome of the Water in 
my hand, found it very clear, 
and without the leaſt putrid 
ſmell; which I wonderd at: it 
being uſual when a Child is 
dead to be offenſive. Her Pains 
being trifling, and the Matrix 
* lying high, and out of my power 
to reach, I orderd her to Bed, 

and to continue there till her 
Pains grew ſtronger : which be- 

ing done, about four in the 
morning, ſhe ſent for me. I 
then found her in ſtronger Pains; 
[3 ſhe ſaid they were not like the 
1 Bearing Pains ſhe uſed to have 
with her former Children. I 
found the Child preſented with 
its Breech foremoſt, and brought 
it off in a little time: but the 
Burden adherd ſo cloſe to the 
Matrix, 
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Matrix, I was obliged to peel it 
off, in the manner you would 
the rind from a young tree. 
And, what is worth obſervation, 
the Burden was at leaſt two 
inches thick, but full as pale as 
the Lungs of any animal. Tis, 
therefore, plain, that altho'the 
Child was dead, yet that grew 
more than in a living Child. 
The Woman did exceeding well, 
and was capable of waſhing in 
three weeks after. When the 
Child was born, the Navel- ſtring 
was ſeven times round the Neck: 
which palpably ſhews, as the 
Mother was throwing a ſheet 
over a line, the ſudden jerk oc- 
caſion d the Child's being ſtran- 
gled with the Navel-itring, the 
Child being whole and entire, 
without the leaſt Putrefaction; 
notwithſtanding it had been dead 


at leaſt four months: an inſtance 
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I never met with in all my 
Practice. I wiſh this may be a 
warning to all Women with 
Child, to take care not to over- 


reach themſelves ; that being 
often the loſs of many Infants, 


as well as Mothers. 
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OBSERVATION XI. 


The Delivery of a Woman 


with the Childs Shoulder 
foremoſt. 


WAS ſent for in Taunton, 
to a Cobler s wife, who had 
been ſome time in Labour. Her 
Midwife told me her Child was 
right, which made her wonder 


the Child did not come forward, 


with Jo many ſtrong Pains as 
F ſhe 


— Io vr roy rn 


34 A Complete Practice 
ſhe had for a Day and Night. 


T ſoon inform'd her 'twas the 


| Child's Shoulder, and not the 
Head. I endeayourd to place 
the Child right, which I did, 


tho' it ſoon returnd to the r 


mer Poſition. I placd it right 
three times, and ſtill it return d 
again; tho ſome Authors have 
adviſed, when the Child lies not 
right, it muſt be placed ſo, then 


deliver the Woman. But I be- 


lieve ſuch Authors wrote, what 
they never practiſed; if they 
did, they ought to have in- 
formd the Readers how the 


Child's Head ſhould be kept in 


the right Poſition when plac'd, 


and how they ſhould procure 


Pains to accompliſh ſuch a De- 
livery : for as ſoon as I had 
placed the Child's Head right, 
all her Pains ceaſed ; which is 
common in ſuch Births ; and 

obliged 
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of MIDWIFERY. 35 
obliged me to ſearch for the 
Feet. I brought the Child as 


far as the Head ; then was for- 


ced to put my two fore-fingers 


of my left hand into its Mouth, 


and gently preſs down the Chin 
to its breaſt with my right hand 
on the ſhoulders, and compleat- 
ed the Delivery. 

The Child when born had not 
the leaſt appearance of life in 
it; but the Mother did very 
well ſoon. 


= . 8 adi. ce oe 
4 r 
—— 


I vn _ 
— A * 


14 


& 


IDIOT - 


4-4 od 
2 _— — . — 


„ 
1 0 


1 
1 


— 
Tas 828 
S — 
2 _ bg "Ss a 
— - 3 * 
+ ons 
. 2 = va 
= 2 
3 — 


— — a a — ry 
1 — 2 — L Lr a . — : _ = = l : = 
. — _ — * — — << — £ KA: x" — 2 — — . n — — 3 p — : 
172 2 : — 8 . 1 : 8 — | TIS IPRS pun þ - TY 
ea ge ——— —__— Conn VR ES 4 0-H TE Se naar: + EAT = * 
Sd *—_ r - — —— * — re. - E 2 R I 5 - . K 
Er wes 7 I —_— > — — — 4 * — — N * a 
2 | w$ oa — 8 ST ene — — IE _ vo 8 * 1 — * Is — . : 
RT OO re — + — „ 0 * oof . — 2 5 2 PT IT JS ä — —üä—ęb — A 
N — n 2 xz — 2 7 — 5 * . * 46 _ 4 5 Dy Ss — — SC ERTIES — 
. wh . 3 — £ TE — 2 LOS 5 4 — R - 0 ISIS RB: He — * — 
- E F 8 — i OE TE C * r = - | 2 r — 
3 * = = 3 = *-4 £ — — — x * . * 2 * I... D a6 8 — 
1 By - =>. Us A 8 « Ee = 
— — — "x5 27 % - — = — — 


36 Mi Complete Praflice 


the time; for the Skin of it 


there is a certainty of the 
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The Delivery of a Woman, 
her Child being Dead, and 
much Putrified, 


WAS lent for to Piimiſter, 
to a Woman who had been 
in Travail four days, and her 


Child dead the greateſt part of 
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flay d off, as I deliver d her. The Þ? 
Woman being very low and | 
weak, I thought it would be 
leaſt Pain to her to unbrain tage 
Child, I being well aſſured it 
was dead, by the black offenſive ©? 
Water that flow'd from the Ma- 
trix. In ſuch Caſes, where 


Child's 
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Child's being dead, and the 
Head foremoſt, it is the eaſieſt 
and quickeſt way of Delivery. 


But I think it vile practice to 
take ſuch methods whilſt the 


Child is alive, and a Woman in 


full ſtrength ; tho' tis now be- 
come too common a practice: 
there being many Infants born 


crying, with their Brains work- 


ing out of their Heads. But how - 


ſuch Operators can clear them- 
ſelves of the blood of the In- 


fants ſo deſtroy d, I cannot ima- 


gine; nor what their thoughts 


_ be in ſuch vile performan- 


I doubt it will give them 
no ; cotifoleable reflections on a 


dying bed. (This by way of 


* 


digreſſion.) Hav ing no inciſion- 


| knife with me, I was obliged to 


ule a penknite. I ſecured the 
blade with a piece of rag near 
the point, and directed that to 

the 
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the Sutures of the Child's Head, 
guarding the point under the 
firſt joint of my fore-finger, to 
prevent injuring the Woman, 
I made a large Puncture in the 
Head, and then perform d the 
Temainder with my fingers, by 
taking ſeveral large pieces of 
the Skull and Brains ; then 
taking hold of the back-part of 
the Neck, I deliverd her in a 
lirtle time. The Child was ve- 
ry much putrified, as was the 
Secundine, but the Woman did 
well. She had two Midwives 
with her, yet did little ſervice 
towards her Delivery ; which 
they told me they wonder at. 
I made them ſenſible the diffi- 
culty was occaſioned by the 
Child's lying on the Qs Pubrs ; 
for, by all circumſtances, ſhe 
might have been deliver'd, at 
leaſt, two days before, had be, 
0 
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of the Midwives underſtood how 
to have proceeded in ſuch a 


Labour. 


OBSERVATION XIII. 
The Delivery of a Woman, 


with the Child's Arm fore- 
moſt, and much fowelled. 


WAS ſent for to a Weaver's 
wife in St. Famess Pariſh, 
a buſineſs ſhe was oblig d to fol- 
low herfelf, altho' a work very 
injurious to Pregnant Women, 
eſpecially ſhort women. I have 
been with a great many wrong 
and difficult Births, I believe 
owing to the Woollen Trade, in 
which many women are obliged 


to be employd, in that town, 
and 
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and places adjacent, and no Man- 


midwife in the place, nor any 


Woman that was capable to go 
thro the leaſt difficulty; ſo that 
the whole of bad Labours lay 


heavy on me: which ftrequent- 


ly happening, render d it ſo fa- 
tiguing and pernicious to my 
health, as to oblige me to leave 
the place; and tho, thank God, 
I have recoverd ſince, yet I 
have been much concernd to 
hear that many Mothers and 
Children have loſt their lives, 
fince my departure. One great 
reaſon of my recollecting theſe 
Obſervations, is, That as I can- 
not be ſerviceable in my perſon, 
J may be doubly ſo to thoſe 
who profeſs or undertake the 
Art of Midwifery ; and not to 
{et down the leaſt practice of 
any other perſons, but faithfully 
to diſtribute, with the Omnipo- 

tent 's 
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tents leave, my own perform- 
ances. When I came to the 
aaforemention d Woman, I found 
the Arm hald out as far as the 
Shoulder. I askd, What Mid- 
wife had been with her? They 
3 Afaid none; but I aſſur'd them 
2} 'twas falſe, and inſiſted on know- 
ing who ſhe was. Then they 
told me it was the Midwife that 
lived by; and when ſhe heard 
YZ of my being ſent for, ſhe went 
home: becauſe I had been often 
after her bad works, and could 
not help condemning her for 
2} Keeping Women long in hand, 
zs ſhe uſually did, not ſuffering 
me to be ſent for till the Child 
was dead, and the Woman in 
great danger. She had been 
with this Woman two days and 
one Night. I ſent for her, to 
admoniſh her not to keep Wo- 
men in ſuch dangerous condi- 
G tions, 
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tions, ſo long. She refuſing to 


come, I thought it high time 


to deliver the Woman: I then 
ſearch'd tor the Feet, but found 
them very difficult to be come 
at, ſhe being a little ſhort Wo- 
man, and a large Child dead ; 
the Arm and Shoulders much 


ſwell'd, which render'd her De- 


livery much more troubleſome. 
I gently puſh'd the Child's Arm 
back as far as I could, which 
gave me a little room to ſlide 
my hand as far as the Ribs; but 
being ſeiz d with the Cramp, 
oblig' d me to withdraw it: aft- 
ter rubbing it a little, I enter'd 
again, and got hold of one Foot. 
The Cramp ſeizing me a ſecond 


time, I was obliged to let go 


my hold ; but kept my hand 
{till to eaſe it, and give the Wo- 
man reſt : for, 'tis to be obſer- 
ved, when the hand is in the 

body, 
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body, and in motion, 1t creates 
great pain to the Woman. There- 
fore they who undertake ſuch 
Deliveries, muſt be endow'd 
with great patience, juſtice, good 
judgment, and full reſolution, 
with God's blefling, to go thro' 
ſuch Deliveries. I drew the 
Foot towards me, which gave 
room to take hold of the other 
Foot. As the Feet advancd 
the Arm drew back. But after 
1 had brought the Child as far 
as the Knees, I was obliged to 
have the aſſiſtance of a woman, 
and we both us d all our ſtrength 
to bring it to the Shoulders. I 
then brought down one Hand 
and Arm, for more room, and 
left the other, to prevent the 
Matrix from contracting round 
the Neck, which ſometimes hap- 
pens. I put two fingers of my 
left hand into the Child's mouth, 
G 2 and 
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and my right hand upon its 
ſhoulders, ſo happily deliver'd 
her. I brought off the Secun- 


aine entirely whole. 
And notwithſtanding her hard 


Labour, ſhe was capable of work- 


ing in her Loom a fortnight 
alter. 


OBSERVATION XIV. 
The Delivery of a Woman 


with Twins, the one came 


right and the other wrong. 


WAS ſent for to a Woman 
near St. Famess Church; 


ſhe had been in Labour from 
Tueſday to Friday. I found her 
in a low, weak condition; and, 
to the eye of reaſon, very near 
Death. I underſtoad by her- 

ſelf 
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ſelf and women, That ſhe had 


been in ſtrong Labour all that 
time, and quite tird out. Her 
Pulſe was very low, her Breath 
ſhort, her Noſtrils working, ſo 


that I thought her near expire- 


ing. I askd her Midwite the 
reaſon, Why ſhe did not deliver 
her? She told me, Becauſe God s 
time was not come: (a common 
{aying amongſt illiterate and un- 
Skilful Midwives.) I told her, 
'Twas my opinion, when the 


ſigns of Travail appear d ſo plain, 


and the Matriæ open, the Wa- 
ters voided, and ſtrong Pangs, 
(as had been this Woman's caſe, 
by her own confeſſion, the Tueſ- 


day night before, and this was 


Friday in the afternoon) that it 
appear d to me to be God's time 
then; and, doubtleſs, a Mid- 
wife s place to do her duty. The 
Midwife told me there was an- 

other 
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other reaſon why ſhe had a bad 
time, ſhe perceivd the Child 
had long hair. Tis a reaſon 1 
have heard often given; but, I 
think, ſhews 5 ignorance in abun- 
Ce. 

I have been frequently fur- 
prized to hear ſuch filly reaſons 
given, by Women practiſing 
wher e lite is concern d. I Touch'd 
the Woman, and found the Child 
fixed on the Os Pubrs. I told 
the Midwife, I believ'd the Child 
had lain where it was, a conſider- 
able time. She ſaid, Indeed the : 
had not perceiv d it to move (as 
the was pleas' d to term it) the 
length of a barley- corn ſince 
Tueſday night. I put the Wo- 
man on a ſtool, which was the 
way ſhe choſe ; for I think it 
beſt for Midwives to adviſe their 
Women to the ſafeſt way of De- 
livery ; which, in my opinion, 
none 
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3 |} none ſo good as the Bed: (and 
3 || next to that the Stool) yet I 
1 || don't approve of compelling 
Women to any particular place 
? againſt. their inclinations. In 
half an hour I releasd the Child 
from the Os Pubrs, which in- 
creas d her Pains, 1o that in leſs 
than one hour I deliver'd her of 
a Boy. It was alive, but very 
weak. In ſearching for the Se- 
cundine, | met with ſome Mem- 
branes full of Water, which TI 
broke, and found another Child 
coming with its Arm foremoſt. 
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: I ſearch d for the Feet, which I 
A ſoon found, and deliverd her of 
> a ſecond Son, and with ſmall 


difficulty brought away the At- 
ter-Births entire. I put the 
Woman to Bed, ſeemingly to- 
lerable well for her Condition ; 
but the next day ſhe had a 
violent Feyer and Purging, 
which 
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which continu'd till the fifth 
day, and then died. 
Without diſpute her Fever 


and Purging, proceeded from 


the many hot forcing things 
they gave her 1n her long and 
painful Travail; which is an 
uſual, but an intolerable prac- 
tice. The firſt Child lived two 
days, the ſecond three; ſo that 
the Life of the Mother, and two 
Children were loſt for want of 
judgment, and good manage 
ment. 


e 5 4 er n 
- * r TS 1 * * * . r r Y rr 
.... ³·¹¹ꝛ¹¹1dA⁵˙⁰—ÿmü¹]· wAA1A ͥo» r ĩ¾- m h , , ER PE, 
mn 5 — 7 N e 3 > = n 
o 


of MIDWIFERY. 49 


OBSERVATION XV. 
The Delivery of a Woman, 


the Child preſenting the 
Face foremoſt. 


WAS ſent for to Milton, to 
a Woman in Labour. I 
tound her in ſmall Pain, but the 
Child coming with the Face 
foremoſt, and ſhe very low-1pi- 
rited, becauſe her Labour al- 
ter d very much from what it 
uſed to be with her former Chil- 
dren. I told her, If ſhe would 
keep herſelf on the Bed, lying 
on her Back till ſhe had ſtrong 
Pains, that there was no dan- 
ger, and that ſhed do well. She 


continu d that day in ſmall 


H | Pains 
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Pains till the next morning five 


o'clock, when I was ſent for 
again, and about ſeven deliver'd 
her of a ſtout Girl, and well, 


except the Face, which was a 


little ſwell'd and black ; a Caſe 
common when the Face pre- 
ſents firſt. In theſe Deliveries, 
if Midwives are not very care- 
ful, they may do a great deal 
of hurt to the Face and Eyes of 
the Child, as I ſhall ſhew in my 
next Obſervation, where it pro- 
ved ſo. 
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OBSERVATION XVI. 
A Woman in the country be- 


ing deliver d before I got to 
her Houſe, and the Child 
much injured. 


WAS ſent for to Curry- 

Mallet to a Tanner's wife, 
about eleven o Clock at night, 
it being very bad weather, and 
bad roads as ever were rode, ſo 
that before I got there, the Child 
was born. I did not go up ſtairs 
directly to ſee the Mother and 
Child. The Women ſaying all 
was well, I thought proper to 
dry my cloaths, being very wet 
and tired, (for twas eight long 
miles. ) When I had dry d and 
H 2 © recovers 
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recover d myſelf, I went up ſtairs, 
and to my great ſurprize ſaw the 


Child with one Eye out, and the 
whole Face much injur d, having 


no skin left on it, and the upper 
Lip tore quite hollow from the 


Jaw-bone was extremely ſwell'd, 
Jo that the Child could make no 


uſe of it. I put ſome warm wa- 
ter and ſugar in the Child's 


mouth, with a {ſmall ſpoon, and 


reſting it upon the Tongue, the 
poor Infant ſuckd it down. I 
ask'd the Midwife, How the 
Child's Face came to be ſo 
miſerably hurt ? She told me 
the Mother fell down two days 
before ſhe was in Travail, and, 
as ſhe thought, hurt the Child, 
for ſhe was ſure it was born 
right. I told her I was ſen- 
{ble the Child came Head fore- 


moſt, but the Face preſent- 
ed to the Birth ; and the da- 


mage 
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mage the Child received was 
from her fingers. She could 
not make any defence for her- 
ſelf : I found her extremely ig- 
norant. 
returned home, and ſent 
proper dreſſings for the Child's 
Face. It did very well, and 
was a pretty girl, excluding the 
| loſs of her right Eye. (1 ſaw 
her when ſhe was five years of 
gage.) 
think this Obſervation worth 
taking notice of, to caution Mid- 
lene to deal in a tender man- 
r, when the Child preſents 
1 with the Face foremoſt, which 
may be known by touching the 
Child. The Eyes, the Mouth, 
the ſoftneſs of Cheeks, will ſuf⸗ 
flilciently diſcover if the Face 
comes firſt; and then there 
muſt be waiting with patience. 
I have had ſeveral ſuch Births 
in 


| 
a f 
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in my time; but, I thank God, 
never had a Child received the 
leaſt hurt, tho' a little ſwell 'd, 
and blackiſh; which is common 
in thoſe Labours. 


OBSERVATION XVII. 
Of a Woman and Child both 


dying, thro” the ignorance 
and weakneſs of her Mid. 


wife, and the ſhortneſs f 
the N avel-ſtring. 


WAS ſent for to a Comber's 
wife in Eat rect. The Wo- 
man was deliver d of her Child 
about One o clock mid-day : I was 
feat for at eleven at night; but it 
was too late; for I found the Wo- 


man dying. The relation of this 
m isfortune, 
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misfortune, which J had from 
the Midwife and women, was 
this. The poor Woman was ta- 
ken in Labour about twelve 
oClock, and ſent for her Mid- 
wife and neighbours, who lived 
very near her, and by one o 
Clock her Child was born. Her 


Midwife deliver d her ſtanding 


on her feet; (a way I cannot, 
in the leaſt, approve of, tho' 
too commonly practis d in the 
country) who being a feeble an- 
cient woman, when the Child 


was born, could not bring the 


Secundine away; and the ſtring 
breaking cloſe to the head of it, 
occaſiond a violent Flooding, 
even to death: in which ſtate I 
found her, quite drain d, and 
paſt recovery. I defird to ſee 
the Child, and was prodigiouſly 
ſurprzed, to ſee ſo fine a Child 
ſo unhappily and quickly lolt ; 


for 
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for the Bowels were in the 
Omentum or Cawl, without the 
Belly: and ſearching into the 
Wo cauſe of ſuch a misfortune, found 
$i it occaſion d by the ſhortnels of 
. the Navel-ſtring ; the Woman's 
ſtanding on her feet, and the 
weakneſs of the Midwife ; 1o 
that the Womans Pains being 
ſtrong and forcing, the Child 
was born very {ſuddenly : and 
for want of the Body thereof 
being ſupported, the weight of 
it broke the Navel- ſtring cloſe 
to the After-Birth; and, at the © 
fame tune, tore out the Child T 
Bowels. It was born alive, but 
expired in half an hour. I re- 
member about three or four 
years after this misfortune hap- 
pen d, I was ſent for to a gen- 
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it tlewoman, whom had deliver d 
if of ſeveral Children. She had 
Il generally very good Times, and 
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T always deliver'd her in her 


Bed (which I take to be the 


only beſt way for Mother and 
Child.) When the Child was 
born to the pit of the Stomach, 


T found it would not proceed any 


farther, without the utmoſt 


| ſtrength. The aforemention d 
accident came in my head, and 


reſolving to be fatisfyd, I ſlid 
my hand to the Child's Belly, 
and felt the String ſtrain d very 
much : I then ſlid my fingers a 


little farther, and {ſecured the 


Child from danger. I kept my 
fingers faſt on the Navel-ftring, 
and with my left hand on the 


back-part of the Child, accom- 
pliſhd the Delivery. The ſhort- 
neſs of the String occafion d its 


breaking cloſe to the Secundine; 
— x. 1 broug ht the Aﬀter- 
birth in leſs than ol minutes. 


The Mether and Child did well; 
I and 
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and as I have deliver d her of 
{everal Children ſince, ſo I don't 
doubt but the other caſe, being 
of this nature, both Mother 
and Child might have been pre- 
ſerv'd, if the Woman had been 
in her Bed, and had had a Mid- 
Wife of judgment and activity, 
which is of grand ſervice in our 
Profeſſion. I have helpd into 
the world many Children with 
ſhort Navel-ſtrings, but never 
had any misfortune attend either 
Mother or Child. This Gentle- 


woman s Child's String was not 


{1x inches long, the other about 
that length; the ſhorteſt I ever 
an 8 . 
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OBSERVATION XVIII. 
The Delivery of a Woman, 
the Child having a large 
Tumour on the Back, and 
other ways deform d. 


WAS lent for to a Woman 

of my own, which uſed to 
have very good Times, but this 

did not prove ſo. I brought 
the Child's Head to the Shoul- 
ders with great difficulty : and 
then it ſtuck ſo faſt, that I was 
obliged to uſe all my ſtrength 
to bring the remaining part of 
it; which difficulty was occa- 
ſion d by a large tumour on the 
Back, which reach d from the 
Shoulder-blades to the Funda- 
1 ment. 
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ment. Inuſing ſomuch ſtrength 
the Tumour broke, and there 
was at leaſt ſixteen ounces of 


black matter, that reſembled 


the Child's Excrements, if ic 
was not the ſame, It appeard 


when full to be quite round, and 


about the bigneſs of the crown 
of a child's hat; it broke in the 


middle of the upper part, that 


being the thinneſt. A Surgeon 


was ſent for to take care of it, 
whilſt ſhe lived; which was but 


eight days. I thought! it a great 


mercy to the Infant ſhe died. 
The aforeſaid part on the Back 


being laid open, all the Back- 


bone lay bare; and ſhe had no 


Muſcle in the Fundament, but 


a little triangular hole, as tho 
made with the point of a ſmall 
ſword. The Excrements ſqucez- 
ed thro as often as the Child's 
— were moved. The Knee- 

pans 
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| pans were under the Hams, the 


\ 


Feet in the place of the Ancles, 
and the Toes of one Foot, always 
lay on the Toes of the other ; 
but it had the moſt beautitul 
Face and Hands that ever 1 ſaw 
an Infant have. 

The Mother did well, and had 
Children afterwards. 


OBSERVATION KEE 


A Woman in preat danger of 
her life, being extreme 
coſtive, but relieved by a 
Ger. 


WAS lent for to Eumore, 

to a Gentlewoman who was 
very Hyſterical and Melancholy, 
and ſix Months gone with Child. 
Her 


62 4 Complete Praftice 


Her Husband ſent fora, relation 
that lived in Taunton; and de- 
fir d me to ride with her. "Twas 
ſix long miles, eight o Clock at 
night, and a very bad road; ſo 
that twas ten before we got 
there. I found her very full of 


Pain, and a little delirious for 


want of reſt, not having any for 
a week. Her Phyſician had 
given her many medicines to 
prevent a Miſcarriage, which 


could do her no ſervice, as will 


appear; but what he did was 
occaliond by her Midwites in- 
forming him ſhe was in danger | 
of miſcarrying : ſhe told me the 
lame, vg. That her Waters were 


broke, and ſhe was ſure ſhe 


would miſcarry. I defired to 
{ce ſome of the linnen that was 
wet with the Waters: They told 
me they were waſhd, therefore 


could not preſently be a judge of 
her 
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her Caſe ; and being a ſtranger 
to her, ſhe would not admit of 
my Touching her: but her huſ- 
band and relations at laſt pre- 
 vaild with her, to ſuffer me to 

ſatisfy myſelf and them of her 
condition. It was then about 
three oClock in the morning. 
I told them ſhe muſt have a 

Glyſter : but ſome of her friends 
and the Midwife were entirely 
againſt it, thinking it needleſs ; 
and the reaſon they gave was, 

her being a very little eater. I 
told them 'twas impoſſible to 
inform myſelf, whether ſhe had 
any Symptoms of Miſcarriage, 

till the Excrements were remo- 
ved ; which could be no other 
way, with ſecurity, done, than 
by a Glyſter. I could not per- 
ſuade them of the uſefulneſs of 
it, till five in the morning 


when the Glyſter was given, and 
ſhe 
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the (ten minutes after) evacuated 
{uch a large quantity as ſurpriz'd 
them all ; and after her ſecond 
{tool (for the had but two, and 
indeed twas enough) ſhe dropt 
aſleep, and did not wake till 
two of the clock in the after- 


noon, when ſhe found herſelf 


eaſy, and quite compos d. I then 
Touch'd her, but could not diſ- 
cover the leaſt Symptoms of 
Miſcarrying. She went out her 
Time, and did very well. She 
and her friends were then con- 
vinced of the advantages that 
did occur from that advice, I 
being well aſſured all her Pangs 
proceeded from the want of an 
Evacuation. T have obſerved it 
to be a common caſe among 
Women with Child, and always 


relieved them with a Glyſter, 


and found it a means to prevent 


Miſcarrying; « altho it 15 very 
uſeful 
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uſeful to promote Delivery,when 
Women are at their full Time. 


IJ & [ 


: * «a * F 
. _ F? — þ #4 N ; — — — 2 2 = "CE — 
p A „ M-> 32 * f 6, 1 * 4 — — N 8 * — — ID 7 > p_ : 
EY 4 © 2 9 & = 55 4 1 N 
6 VE 1 7 k . 2 = L BAD -D) 4 ow 
"4 * 75 * me? Tg of ole 
up >> V7 C r 3 # n 


* — 7 


OBSERVATION XX. 


The Delivery of a Woman 
l who had Twins, her firſt 
J Child being born ile day 
before. 


WAS ſent for to Biſhop's 
Lead-Yard, to a Woman in 
the utmoſt extremity. She was 
taken in Labour on Friday, and 

on Saturday about Noon ſhe had 

one Child. Her Midwife put 
{ome warm water in a cloſe-ſtool, 

and ſet her on it, and deſir d her 

to ſtrain with her Pains. The 

firſt Child fell into the pan of 
water; notwithſtanding which 
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it was alive when I came there. 
Her Midwife endeavouring to 
fetch the Secundine, found there 
was another Child, and told the 
Woman when the other apple 
was ripe, it would allo fall. (O 
ignorance!) But ſhe found her- 
ſelf miſtaken : for on Sunday 
morning, her Husband came for 
me in a violent hurry, telling 
me he fear d his Wife could not 
live till I got there. We rode 
as faſt as poſſible, and 'twas but 
five miles from Taunton, yet 
we had two meſſengers ſent at- 
ter us for expedition, for all 
her Women thought her dying. 
When I came there I found the 
Child ſo fixed to the Os Pubs, 
that I had an Hour and half as 
hard work as ever I had in my 
life : tho the Child was born 
alive, and lived till the Satur- 
day following. The firſt Child 

died 
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died the Wedneſday before. I met 
with great difficulty in bringing 
the After-Births: they were ve- 


ry large, and extremely cloſe 
join d to the bottom of the Ma- 


irin. With my left hand I was 


oblig'd to keep her Belly down, 


with all my ſtrength, whilſt 


with my right hand I peel'd off 


and looſen'd the Secundzmes from 
the Matrix. My hands were 
ſeiz d with the Cramp twice; 
which obligd me each time 
to hold my hand ſtill till the 


Cramp was gone : which made 


it near twenty minutes before I 


could bring them both away. 


It was the longeſt time that ever 
I was in performing that part 
of my buſineſs; tho' had I been 
with her when the firſt Child 
was born, I ſhould have deli- 
verd her of the ſecond Child in 
fifteen minutes or leſs. For 'tis 

EE: certain, 
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certain, if a Midwife underſtands 
her buſineſs as ſhe ought, ſhe 
might bring the ſecond Child 
ſoon after the firſt : for general- 
ly in the Birth of Twins, when 
the firſt 1s born, the other ſhould 
be brought by Art ; for I never 
found there was any occaſion 
either to wait for Pains, or to 


put a Woman to any more than 


ten or fifteen minutes pain, af- 


ter I] had deliverd her of the 


firſt Child: eſpecially if the firſt 


comes right, and the ſecond 
wrong, as it generally proves. 
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OBSERVATION XXI. 


The Delivery of a Woman, 
who was kept in hard La- 
bour many hours, by the 
zgnorance of her Midwife. 


WAs ſent for to Hill-Biſhops, 
= to a Soap-boiler s wife. Her 
; own Midwife could not be had. 
Her Husband came for me; I 
went with him, and about a 
mile before we came to his houſe, 
a man met us: he was running 
very faſt. He askd, the man 
that rode before me, Whether 
he had ſeen ſuch a Midwite ? 
naming her name. He anſwer d 
he had been for her, but ſhe was 
eight miles off. When I came 
- TG 
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to the Soap-boiler's houſe, I 


found the Woman in a good na- 


I deliverd her 
in two hours: twas about ſeven 
o Clock in the morning. As ſoon 
as ſhe was deliverd, I deſir- d 
them to ſend to the afore- men- 
tion d poor man's Wife, to know | 
if they had got a Midwife ; if 
not, I would go to her. They 
ſent me word they had one, and 
they beliey d ſhe would be de- 
liverd in a little time ; but 
about eleven o'Clock, as ] was 
riding home, I call'd at the 
houſe, to know if ſhe was deli- 
verd: they told me no, but ſhe 
would be in a quarter of an hour, 
ſo they would not give me the 
trouble of going in to ſee her. 
I then rode home, and about 
four o'Clock in the afternoon, 
her Husband came for me, to 
defire me to ride to his OR 
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for the women told him, they 


believ'd ſhe'd never bedeliver'd. 
I can't but ſay it diſpleas d me, 


that they refus'd my ſeeing her, 
 whenIwas1o near. TI went with 
him, and when I came, found 


the Woman in violent Labour. 
The Midwife told me the Child 
lay as it did, ever fince ſeven 
oclock in the morning. As 
ſoon as I Touch d her, I was ſen- 
ſible of the reaſon of this poor 
Woman's being kept ſo long in 
diſtreſs. I ſat down by her. She 
was on her Knees, one of the 
uſual ways in the Country, but a 


wretched one. I found ſtrong 


Pains had been ſo long upon her, 
that I could round the Head of 
the Child with my whole hand, 
when ſhe had no Pains. The 


firſt Pain ſhe had, after I was 


with her, I broke her Waters, 


and was forcd to be very quick 
EE. 


for want of breaking the Waters, 
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to receive the Child; for her 
Pains being violent, and the 


Child ſo long confin d by the 


thickneſs of the Skin that held 
the Waters, as ſoon as the 
Child had liberty, it was born 
in leſs than half a minute, which 
aſtoniſh'd the Midwife and Wo— 
men: they would fain have pre- 
vailed on me to have told them 
what I did ; but I choſe not to 
inform them at that time. It 
is very evident, that this Wo- 
man ſuffer'd ſeven or eight 
hours Pain more than ſhe need 
have done, had ſhe had a Mid- 
wife of judgment in the begin- 
ning of her Travail. 


I have often been ſent for to 


the aſſiſtance of Women in the 
lame circumſtances, and have 
ſeveral times found them flood- 
ing. The only reaſon has been, 


the 


= 
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the violent Pains opening ſome 
of the Veſſels, and looſening 
part of the After-Birth. For 
'tis an undoubted rule, It Pains 
do no good, they do a great 
deal of harm. 


OBSERVATION XXII. 
The Delivery of a Woman, 

who had a great Flux of 
Blood, a month before her 


Tine. 


WAS ent for into Ea/7- 
/treet, to a Comber's Wife, 
one of my Women. When 1 
came I found a violent Flowing 
of the Menſes; and believe ſhe 
loſt near a gallon of Blood. She 
being up, I order d her to- Bed. 
L I 
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L ask'd her, How near ſhe was 
to her Reckoning ? She told 
me one Month. Touching her, 


I found little Symptoms of La- 


bour : 1 told her my opinion 
was, ſhe Long'd for ſomething. 
She ſaid ſhe did not Long, but 
had been in pain twelve "hours 
before her Flooding : which con- 
firm d my opinion touching her 
Longing. She ſtill deny d it, 


till ] told her that both ſhe and 


the Child would doubtleſs loſe 
their lives, unleſs ſhe ſpeedily 
had what ſhe had an Inclination 
for: ſhe anſwer d, What ſhould 


poor people Long for? I aſſurd 


her if twas any thing could be 
had, I would get it, let the 
price be what it would. She 
knew nothing ſhe Long'd for, 
except a Pealecod, that ſhe ſaw 
a boy hold up againſt the Sun : 
ſhe preſently after had Pains, 

(which 
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(which was the day before.) In- 
quiring I heard of a Gentleman 
that had a preſent of ſome, ſent 
him from a garden in the coun- 
try, and the firſt that were in 
the town. I got ſome of them 
for her: as ſoon as the had eaten 
them her Menſes ceas'd. She 
went the Time of her Reckon- 
ing, and had a good Labour. I 
| dehliverd her of a Son: the Child 

and Mother both did well. Such 
| things as theſe frequently hap- 
pen. 

Therefore have reaſon to be- 
lieve that Forcd Deliveries in 
theſe Caſes, have deſtroyed ma- 
ny Lives. I could give various 
Inſtances of this kind in my 
practice, but chuſe only this 
by way of caution, becauſe Wo— 
men are very apt to conceal their 
Longings, which makes them ot- 
ten very great ſufferers thereby. 
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OBSERVATION XXIII. 
The Delivery of a Woman, 


with great difficulty, her 
Child preſenting the Arm 


2 


WAS ſent for to a School- 
Miſtreſs : when I came, I 
found her Pains ſmall, her Wa- 


ters broke four days before: ſhe 


was very ill, and had a Fever. 
I Touch d her, and found the 
Child lay a-croſs. One Arm and 
the Ribs preſenting firſt, the 
Waters being paſt, and her Bo- 


dy hot and dry, I apprehended 


twould be a difficult Labour ; 
and ſo it proved: for as] {lid my 


fingers along the Ribs, to ſearch 


for 
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for the Feet, my Hand and Arm 
was ſo ſeized with the Cramp, 
as obliged me to withdraw my 
Hand for fifteen minutes. I at- 
tempted again, but without fuc- 
ceſs. I was very uneaſy, know- 
ing ſuch attempts put the Wo- 
man to freſh Pain. In ſhort, I 
was forced to reſt till my Arm 
was better, when made another 
attempt, and, with Gods leave, 
perform d the Delivery, without 

withdrawing my Hand any more, 
although my Hand was ſeveral 
times numbed, before I could 
reach the Feet : but as I ad- 
vanced I found the Child alive, 
and ſuckd my finger in the 
Womb, which concern d me; 
fearing it impoſſible for the poor 
Infant to be born alive, becauſe 
of the circumſtances already 
given; the Mother's weakneis, 
and the Child's largeneſs. But 
recover ring 
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recovering my thoughts, I re- 


A1olved to do my duty for the 


poor Womans ſake, and leave 
the event to the Omniſcient 


God. I was obliged to be ex- 


ceeding caretul and flow, yet 
reſolved with all my ſtrength, 
and a full reſolution, to accom- 
pliſh what I was about, When 
I had hold of one Foot, I found 
it hard work to hold it, and 


draw it towards me, by reaſon 1 
could hold it but with my two 


tore-fingers at firſt. However, 
kept my hold, and in a {mall 


time brought the Feet out of 


the Uzerus (or Womb.) I brought 


alto the Legs out to the Knees; 
then I wrapt them in a linnen 


cloth, and gave them to two 
ſtrong Women, and deſir d them 


to draw in a ſtrait line, whilſt I 


took care of the Woman s body. 
ro 
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to prevent any injury, and ſe- 


cure the Child that it might be 
brought off whole; which, thro' 
- mercy Icompleated. The Secun- 
Aline ſtuck cloſer to the Matrix 
than is common in thele Caſes; 
which, I believe, was owing to 
the dryneſs of the Womb from 
her Fever. The Child had not 
the leaſt appearance of life, and 
twas impoſſible it ſhould : this 
Delivery being at leaſt an hour 
and halt 's hard work, which ſel- 
dom happens : for in common 
wrong Births it is very rarely 
more than halt an hour, and ot- 
ten not fifteen minutes. I don't 
remember above four ſuch ter- 
rible Labours, in all my prac- 


tice. The Woman did well. 1 


have ſet this Oblervation down 


as plain as poſſible, to encourage 
Midwives, that they may with 
juſtice and ſafety go thro' the 
| moſt 
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moſt difficult part of their work, 
as well as that which is eaſy. I 
could not turn in my bed, with- 
out help, for two or three days 
after, nor lift my Arm to my 
Head for near a week ; and for- 
ccd to bathe my Arm with Sp1- 
rit of Wine ſeveral times a day. 


OBSERVATION XXIV. 


The Delivery of a Woman, 
the Child having two Tu- 


MOUT'S ON the Head. 


WAS with a Comber's wife, 

a near neighbour to the Wo- 
man mentiond in my laſt Ob- 
{ervation : ſhe had been in La- 
bour, and her Midwife with her 
ſeveral days. I askd the Mid- 
wite 
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wife the reaſon why ſhe did not 
deliver her. She could give 
me no account, whether the 
Child was right or wrong ; but 
Touching her, I found the Shoul- 
der- blade preſented firſt. I ad- 
vancd farther in ſearch of the 
Feet, and found the Child s Na- 
vel- ſtring without the leaſt Pul- 
| fation, which ſatisfy d me 'twas 
dead. I found the Feet, and 
drew them towards me, ſo com- 
plwKueated the Delivery in leſs than 

half an hour. Viewing the Child, 
I ſaw on the back part of the 
Head two large Tumours, one 
above the other, as if the Wa- 
ter containd in the under Tu- 
mour, did, when full, aſcend to 
the upper one, which reached 
to the Crown of the Head. The 
biggeſt was as large as a Gooſe's 
egg, and the other about halt 
that ſize. I opend them both; 
0 'twas 
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'twas only clear Water that if- 
ſued out of them: it lay be- 
tween the hairy Scalp and the 
Skull. The Woman did well; 
but had a Fever for five days; : 
which I imputed to ſome ſtrong 
waters given her for her Pains, 
as they laid; which I think a 
pernicious Cuſtom. 


OBSERVATION XXV. 


A Woman in the country be. 


ing deliver d before 1 got 
there, her Child being very 


mich mangled. 


WAS lent for to Hatch, to 
a Farmer s wife, but before 


I could get there a Midwife had 


deliver d her: ſhe was in a very 
low 
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low condition, more likely to 
die than to live. The Child 
was ſew'd up in a piece of Flan- 
nel, and cover d with Flowers in 
order for its Burial. I deſir'd 
to ſee the Child, but the Mid- 
wife refusd for ſome time. I 
inſiſted on its being undreſs d, 
which was accordingly done. 
When I ſaw the Infant, I was 
much ſurprized; for the left 
Arm was tore off, in a moſt in- 
decent manner. I askd the 
Midwife, It ſhe was ſure the 
Child was dead before ſhe pro- 
ceeded in 10 raſh a manner? 
She told me ſhe did not know 


but it was: for the Arm had 


been in the world above thirty 
hours. I never ſaw a Child ſo 
mangled in my life. The Mid- 


wife ſeem'd to have more Cou- 


rage than Judgment. The Wo- 


man likewiſe received great 


X 2 hurt; 
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hurt; but taking my advice ſhe 
recoverd. I heard from her 

every other day, till ſhe was out 

of danger. I could not conſtant- 
ly attend her, it being eleven 

miles from me, and very bad 

roads. 

I ſhould not have mention'd 
this error of the Midwites, had 
it not been to caution others 
againſt attempting ſuch Deli 
veries without knowledge. I 
told her, if ſhe had proceeded 
in a regular manner, as ſoon as 
herWaters broke,to haveſearch d 
for the Feet, ſhe might have 
turnd it, and deliver d the Wo- 
man, without mangling the 
Child, or injuring the Mother. 
She acknowledg'd what I ſaid 
was very juſt; and that ſhe 
would not proceed {0 raſhly for 
the future. 
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OBSERVATION XXVI. 


The Delivery of a Woman, 
the Child"s Arm preſenting 
firſt ; two Midwives en- 
deavouring to deliver,” but 
could not. 


WAs ſent for to a Comber's 
Wife, who had two Mid- 
wives with her for a Day and a 
Night, endeavouring to turn 
the Child; but finding it not in 
their power, they then defir d 
my aſſiſtance. I found the Wo- 
man leaning forward on the back 
of achair, and both the Mid wives 
at hard labour; but the poor 
Woman at much harder. I laid 
her on the bed, on her left ſide, 
ED and 


2 
- Jo I $ 


TED : "FX: 44> aa 2 —— Wannen 6 - 1 — - — 
—— = 5. kr a 9 I — — ” 4 * ** — = — — 3 
: . G9 — y q * er . IS * — vn 5 — hn — 
* — — * T — — — = - - % 7 — = — — - 3 _ Crean wag — 2 —— EO 
= .* ve 4 * 8 8 Wet — «40 - 4 * - "04 ” * : — X C —— , — — * 
= * * * - = . 9 * 6 * n — — — - — q 8 — — — — 
r * 14 ao. G's — I —— — — W © ys 8 r ET 8 — _—— Da oy N EN”, - 
+ oa LE — 4 — 6 * 5 > 4 — EI INI 3 — — — "Vo — c 22 a 2 2 2 5 
er ͤ ⁵² AA IE ESA ISR <= > * 1 Ports" oh RIDE 7 — — —— —- — — * a — — — 
. n ——— * 4 _ — _S 38 2 + IU — b 
— — 2 — — - 923 wie 
U 


86 A Complete Practice 


and ſearch 'd for the Feet, which TI 
caſily found. Iturnd the Child, 
and deliverd her with a great 
deal of eaſe in leſs than ten mi- 
nates. For the Mid wives en- 
deavouring to return the Child's 
Arm (as they told me they had 
done ſeveral times, but it would 
not remain in the Body) had 
made ſuch way, that occaſioned 
the Delivery to be eaſy to me, 
altho' the Woman was a great 
Sufferer by ſuch management. 
I never found any occaſion in 
thoſe Births to return the Arm; 
I always found liberty enough, 
with gentle . proceeding and 
ſtrength, to paſs by the Arm, 
and come at the Feet, which 
always ſucceeded well. The 
Child had been dead ſome time, 
but the Mother recover'd. 
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OBSERVATION XXVII. 


The Delivery of a Woman 
; | whoſe Child was dead, be- 
If zag very 2 manag d Ax 
IH Weeks before her Time. 

= N Paul's Street, I was ſent 


= for to a Woman that thought 
| | herſelf in Labour; but! told her 
the Pain ſhe had was the Cholick. 
lorder'd her ſomething to take, 
and advis d her to go to bed. I 
went home, it being after ten at 
night. I ſent the next morning 
to know how ſhe did: her mo- 
ther ſent me word ſhe had a 
good night, and was then alteep. 
TI was ſent for to a Gentiewo- 
man in the Country on a Mil- 
SO Carriage 
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carriage that morning, where I 
remaind that day. In the at- 
ternoon the Woman was ſeiz d 

with the Cholick again : her 

Husband came for me; but J 

being with the Gentlewoman, 

they got another Midwife. I 

came home about fix in the 

evening, and went to ſee how 
— the Woman did. Her Husband 
met me at the door, and told 
me that not being at home, he 
had got another Midwite ; and 
that his Wife was like to be de- 

iiverd in a little time: I ſaid J 

was ſure twas impoſſible. I 

went home without ſceing the 

Woman, but {ent three times 

that night, to know how ſhe was; 

the conitant an{wer was, ſhe was 
on the pinch of Delivery. Iheard 
nothing of her tor three days 
after; and then I was told the 
poor Woman was not deliver d. 
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news did not ſurprize me, I be- 
ing well aſſured her Time was 
not expired; nor her Pains, 
when I was with her, the leaſt 
tending to Labour. I imme- 
diately went to ſee her, and 
found her in a very low con- 
dition; her Midwife and Wo- 
men with her. They told me 
they had been with her all that 
time: Her Eyes were ſwell d 
with weeping; her Midwife ha- 
ving told her, ſhe thought ſhe 
could never be deliver'd. I ask'd 
the reaſon, Why ſhe kept the 
Woman ſo long in hand? She 
{a1d, Becauſe God s time was not 
come: I told her, I then thought 
ſhe had no buſineſs with her. 


The reaſon ſhe gave for trying 


to deliver her, was becauſe ſhe 
had Pains. I Touchd the Wo- 
man, but found not the leaſt 
Symptoms of Labour, only the 

Birth 
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Birth extended and ſwell'd, thro 
the ill uſage and 1gnorance of 
her Midwite. I order d her to 
be put to bed, and gave her 
things to eaſe her Pains, which 
had been much increas'd by ill 
management. I bid them keep 
her in bed three or four days, 
till all her Pains were gone. I or- 
der'd Fomentations for the parts 
ſwelld. She went Six Weeks 
after this, in which time I often 
faw her : ſhe continually com- 
plaind of a conſtant Motion of 
the Child, which made her 1o 


weak for want of reſt, that ſhe 


was incapable of doing any bu- 
ſineſs. At the Six Weeks end 


ſhe ſent for. me, about eight of 


the clock at night, and told me 
ſhe had Pains ; but had not felt 
her Child for two days. I 
Touchd her, and told her 
twou d be her Labour; but I 

could 
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could be no ways ſerviceable to 
her till morning. I bid her 
keep in her bed till her Pains 
came ſtronger, which ſhe accor- 
dingly did ; and about nine the 
next morning ſhe ſent for me 
again. About eleven o clock, I 
deliver'd her of a Boy, which, 
believe, had been dead the 
whole time that ſhe had not felt 
it. It was like a Skeleton, co- 
verd with a beautiful white 
Skin ; but the Bones and Ribs 
plainly appear d thro the Skin. 
It was exceeding tall. I doubt 
not but the Child's being diſ- 
turbd before its Time, was the 
Cauſe of its continual Stirring ; 
and, conſequently, of its ex- 
treme Thinneſs and Death. 


This Obſervation I have ſet 
down to caution thoſe profeſſing 


the Art of Midwifery, to be well 
N 2. aſſur d 
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aſſur d of a Tr ue Labour, before 
they begin their Work. 


J; é... ͤ ape 2 : 
eres 2 . N 


N 
OS REES 


OBSERVATION XXVIII. 
De Delivery of a Woman, f 
in a violent Flooding, the 
Aller- Buriben preſenting 
. TY 


WAS kit for into the Coun- 
try, about ſeven miles diſ- 
tant from my houſe, to a Butch. 
ers Wife. Her Husband told 
me, the Women order'd him to 
make all poſſible haſte, for they 
fear'd ſhe would die before I got 
there. I found her very low and 
weak ; for ſhe had had a con- 
tinual Flowing of the Menſes 
for a Fortnight, and then flood- 


ed 
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ed ſo violently, that ſhe was 
given over. She had two Mid- 
wives with her: they ſaid that 
the Woman told them, ſhe was 
Six Months gone with Child ; 


but they could not believe it; 


for by ſearching her they could 
not perceive any Child. I then 
thought it highly neceſſary to 
inform myſelf of the reaſons 
of her violent Flood ing; and 
Touching her found à great 
deal of Coagulated Blood, which 
I brought oft, and then per- 
ceived the After-Birth to pre- 
{ent firſt: T got that immedi- 
ately; and then brought off the 
Child. "Twas a fine Boy, and 
lived about half an hour. By 
its Largeneſs, I believe, ſhe was 
near Seven Months gone. The 
Woman lived and did well, but 
it was ſome Time before ſhe re- 
cover'd her ſtrength. 
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OBSERVATION XXIX. 
The Delivery of a Woman 
being ſeized with the Small 
Pax, and brought in La- 
bour before her Time, 


WAS ſent for to North Cur- 
ry, to a Woman that had 
been in Labour two days and 
one night ; but in no more like- 
likood - of being deliver'd, than 
when her Midwite was firſt with 
her, as ſhe told me; altho ſhe 
had been in ſtrong Pains ever 
fince, and in a high Fever. I 
Touch'd her, and found it not 
a natural Labour: but being 
kept ſo long in hand endeavour- 


ing to procure a Delivery, the 
Waters 
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Waters were gone, and part of 
the Childs Head bare. The 
Child being dead, I thoyght it 
proper to uſe my utmoſt endea- 
vour to deliver her, which 1 
accordingly did, and in a ſhort 
time brought off the Secundzne. 
It was very whole and ſound ; 
but after her Delivery ſhe com- 
plain'd of a violent Pain in her 
Back, and ſaid ſhe was almoſt as 
bad now as when in Labour. I 
conſider d what might be the 
reaſon of her Complaint, know- 
ing ſhe was ſafely deliverd ; I 
was ſatisfied her Pangs could 
not proceed from her Labour. 
I ask'd her, If ſhe had ever had 
the Small Pox? She told me No; 
and that ſhe had been fix miles 
from home, and in the houſe 
where ſhe lay there was a perſon 

in the Small Pox, who ſurpriz d 
her very much ; 'twas three 
days 


„ r 
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days before ſhe fell ill: ſhe ſaid 
the had Six Weeks longer to 
Reckon. I orderd her Hus- 
band to ſend for a Phyſician, for 
by her violent Fever, and Light- 
headedneſs, ſhe was in great 
danger of Life ; and fo it pro- 
ved : for ſhe did not live above 
eight and forty hours, but died 
delirious. Her Daughter-in-law 
came to me after ſhe was buryd, 
and told me ſhe was prodigiouſly 
full of the Small Pox and Pur- 
ples; and that it was the op1- 
nion of the Phyſician, had they 
ſent for him at firſt, when ſhe 
ſent for the Midwife, both ſhe 
and the Child might have been 
preſerved : for her Midwife, 
whilſt with her, had given her 
ſtrong Waters, and her Husband' 8 
Water with the juice of Leeks, 
and other things of the ſame na- 


ture, keeping her out of her bed; 
all 
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all which management increasd 


her Fever, and forc'd her La- 
bour ; tho' all her Pains at firſt 
were only Symptoms of the 
Small Pox. | 


1 LON XXX. 
The Delivery of a Moman, 


the Childs B reech preſent: 
ing ft. 


W AS ſent for to Crenk to 

a Gentlewoman that 1 uſu- 
ally deliver'd. She told me ſhe 
had Pains, but believed ſhe 
ſhould die. She was always a 
timorous, fearful Woman, but 
now more ſo than formerly. 1 


found her Child was wrong, and 


was ſome time before I could 
perſwade her to go to bed: 1 
0 prevail d 
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prevail'd with her at laſt, and 
got her in bed without breaking 
her Waters, which anſwer d my 
ends. I laid her on her left ſide, 
and the firſt and ſecond Pains 


ſhe had, after ſhe was in bed, 


J dilated the Matrix, which 


ſank the Waters very low and 


large; in her third Pain I broke 


the Waters, and ſlipt my fin- 


ger in the Bending of the Child s 
Thigh, for it came Breech fore- 


moſt, and ſo deliverd her in 


leſs than three minutes. But 
notwithſtanding ſhe had ſo quick 
a Delivery, and good Lying-in, 
and that both Mother and Child 


did well ; yet ſome of her Wo- 


men ſaid they ſhould not like a 
Midwife to bring a Child fo 
quick ; but they lik d a Mid- 
wife to ftay and wait till Pains 
brought the Child : as will ap- 
Pear in the following Obſerva- 
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tion, where they kept the Wo- 
man a long time in ſuſpence, 


without ſending for me, for fear 
I ſhould deliver her too ſoon. 


—— XXXI. 


the Child's Arm being out 


of the Birth to the Shoul- 
der eight days, 


O ME. Time after I was ſent 
for, in the Pariſh of Creech, 
toa Woman who had been in 


Labour nine days. Her Husband 
came for me on a Saturday in 


the Afternoon, and the Child's 
Arm had been out of the Birth 
to the Shoulder the Saturday 
before; which was eight whole 
"WA days, 
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days, and, by circumſtances, 
near as long dead. Her Mid- 


wife told me her Pangs came on 


ſtrong the Friday ſennight be- 


fore in the Evening, and early 


on Saturday Morning her Wa- 
ters broke, and then the Child's 
Arm came forth from the Womb, 


and her Pains immediately went 
off. She had had none ſince 
that time till now, and ſhe be- 


liey'd the Child dead from the 


Saturday Noon + for whilſt it 
was living it often claſpd its 


hand round her finger, but had 


long ceaſed to do 10 She had 
look d on the Hand and Arm of 
the Child, and found it black, 


and much ſwell d; which is 


common as ſoon a8 a Child is 


dead: the Blood always ſettling | 


in that manner. Her informa- 

tion ſeem'd to be very right; 

for had it been dead and bury d 
three 
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three months, I think 1t could 
not have been more putrified 


nor offenſive. I inſtantly en- 
deavourd to deliver the Wo- 


man, by ſearching for the Feet, 
but her Pains were ſo violent, 
as to force the Child ſo ſtrong 


againſt my hand, that my at- 


tempts proved all in vain. 1 
then conſider d I ſhould want an 
Inciſion-knife, to take off the 
Arm at the Shoulder, (a thing 
I never had need to attempt be- 
tore.) But having neither In- 
ciſio „ Nor "Pius knife, I 
took hold of the Arm, to try 
if I could twiſt it off, and with 
a very fmall pull it dropp'd 
from the Body. I then pro- 
ceeded to ſearch for the Feet, 
which I ſoon found. The firſt 
Foot I got hold of I drew to- 
wards me, but 1t immediately 
ſeparated from the Knee: I laid 
IC 
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it down, and ſearch'd for the 
other, and that came off like- 


wile : then I took hold of one 


Thigh, and brought that to the 


Birth; and with my other hand 
got hold of tother Thigh, and 
brought both together in a ſtrait 
line. The Woman's endeavours 
with her Pains very much al- 


hited me to bring off the re- 


maining part of the putrid Bo- 
dy, which I brought off toge- 


ther very ſoon, ws.” reſcu'd the 
poor Woman from the Jaws of 


Death. For the violence of her 
Pains had diſtracted her ſo, that 
ſhe often begg d the Women to 


kill her. Had ſhe not been de- 
liver'd ſoon ſhe muſt have died; 


tor when I came there, I beheld 
her an object in ſuch violent 


bearing Pains, I believe the 
ſtrongeſt that ever were ſeen or 


felt. Which confirm'd me in my 
opinion, 
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opinion, That Women never die 
undeliver'd for want of Pains. 
For had her Child been right, 

it would have been born with 
two or three ſuch Pains, with- 
out a Midwife ; but as it lay 
wrong, it was impoſſible to be 
born by the ſtrength of ten, 

without judgment. 

I compleated the Delivery of 
the Child and After-Birth, with- 
in three quarters of an hour. 
The Woman recoverd, and did 
well, although her Blood was as 

green as the top of a ſtanding. 
pond ; which was occaſion d by 
her Child's being ſo long dead, 

and giving her ſuch quantities 
of ſtrong Waters, and her Hus- 
band's Water with the Juice of 
Leeks ; which is a notable Pre- 
{cription among Country Mid- 
wives, but a horrid Medicine, 
and as often miſchievous as pre- 
ſcrib'd. 
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ſcribd. The Midwife told me, 


The reafon of giving theſe hot 


things was to promote her Pangs: 
I told her, I never gave one 


thing to increaſe Pains in all 


my Practice. For Pains were no 
tonger uſeful in Wrong Births, 
than till the Waters broke. And 
if ſhe would know whether a 
Child lies Right or Wrong, be- 
fore che Waters break, ſhe muſt 
ſearch very gently between the 
intervals of her Pains ; for then 


the Waters flacken, and tis 
eaſily diſcover d what part of 


the Child preſents firſt. If tis 
Wrong, a Mid wife ought to be 


in readineſs, and endow'd with 
judgment, to Deliver her Wo— 


man; which may be done in 
fifteen or twenty minutes. 
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OBSERVATION XXXII. 


The Delivery of a Woman 
of a Multitude of Bladders 
of Water. 


WAS lent for to a Serge- 

maker's Wife; She told me 
the was in the Seventh Month 
of her Pregnancy. She was ta- 
ken with a violent Flowing of 
the Menſes. She ſent for her 
Midwite; but ſhe doing nothing 
for her, ſhe ſent for a Phyſician : 
he gave her medicines that re- 
tarded them for a time. In 
about a fortnight they return'd 
again, and ſo continu d every 
twelve or fourteen days, till 
her Life was deſpaird of. She 
told 
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told me ſhe had commonly ſmall 
Pains, before the return of her 
Flooding. I told her twas my 
opinion, That at the return of 
thoſe Pains, what was in the 
Matrix muſt be brought off: 
J alſo affurd her, I did not 
think it was a Child: ſhe ſaid 
the was ſure it was, tho' it might 
be weak, for ſhe felt it. I took 
my leave of her for that time : 

about eight days after ſhe ſent 


for me in great hafte, her Pains 


being returnd; but by the time 


I got there her Pains were al- 
moſt gone. On examining, I 


found the entrance of the Ma- 
zr1x open enough to admit the 
top of my fore- finger, and by 


force I advancd my ſecond fin- 


ger. I was obliged to preſs my 


left hand ftr entiouſly on her Bel- 


ly, to keep the Nerus ſteddy, and 
with my two fingers I brought off 
| : 
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a great quantity of Bladders of 

Water; the largeſt about the ſize 

of a Pigeons Egg, and ſome as 
minute as a {mall Pin s-head. I 

brought off near twenty parcels 

that hung together, with a pu- 

trified Fleſh. I put it in a large 

baſon, for her Phyſician to ſee. 

It was his opinion twas a Falſe 

Conception: but tis my opinion 

'twas a True Conception for the 

firſt ten Weeks, and at that time 

ſhe loſt the Child; the After- 

Birth remaining behind, grew 

to that Subſtance. For I have 

often obſerv d: the Secundzne, in 

many Miſcarriages about eight 

or ten Weeks gone, to have been 

no other than a ſpungy Sub- 
{tance, full of ſmall Bladders of 

Water, the bigneſs of Pepper- 

Corns, and ſome much ſmaller, 

and the Fetus ſeated in the 
middle of a Bladder of Water, 

7 as 
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as large as a Hazel-nut. This 
Woman miſcarried fix times be- 


fore ſhe had a living Child: 


then ſhe had a Son, and a good 


time. The next time of being 
Pregnant ſhe miſcarried about 
the uſual time; and never miſ- 


carried without imminent dan- 


ger of Life, thro' a great loſs 
of Blood. I have thought her 
dead when I have enter'd the 
room, but as ſoon as I Touch'd 


her (I thank the Omnipotent 


for that knowledge) I never 
failed ſtopping her Gooding, 1 
brought off all her Conception, 
before I could venture to leave 


her. When Pregnant again, 


(which was the ſecond time of 


conceiving after her Son) it 


proved to be of the ſame na- 
ture as the former, conſiſting 


of Bladders of Water, to the 


quaniity of two quarts. She did 
not 
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not exceed twenty two Weeks, 
before ſhe was in the ſame dan- 
gerous condition; when her 
Pains being tolerable ſtrong, 
brought it off in fourteen mi- 
nutes : and yet, after this, ſhe 
went her Time with a Daughter, 
and J left her well, with the 
Child ſucking at her Breaſt. In 
ſix or ſeven Months after J left 
Taunton, which was the place of 
her reſidence, I was inform'd 
by her friends, that ſhe had 
W that Child, and was 
Breeding again. I was concern d 
to hear it, but wiſh'd ſhe might 
go her Time and do well ; but 
was inform d to the contrary in 
leſs than three Months after, 
and that ſhe was dead, and end- 
ed Life with a violent Flood- 
ing, the Conception not Nane 
ne: off. 
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Wee XXXIII. 


The Delivery of a Woman 
the Child's Knee preſenting 
firſt. 


"WAS ſent for to a Weavers 


Wife in Ea/i-/treet. She 


had had ſeveral Children, but 
all dead born by the misfortune 


of their lying wrong. This was 
the firſt time I was with her. 
i tound the Child Wrong, and 
could not inſtantly diſcover 
what Part preſented firit ; her 
Pains following ſo faſt, that they 
would not give the Waters 
time to flacken. As ſoon as her 


Waters broke, I found it was 


the Knee preſented. I then en- 


deayour d 
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deavour'd to ſlide my Finger in 
the Bending of the Knee, which 
I brought forward : I got the 
other, but with {ome ſtrength, 
which forced the Woman's Pains. 
J ſoon deliver d her of a Son 
alive and well. I always found 
when a Child comes that way, 
it may be born with little dif- 
ficulty, without ſearching for 
the Feet (which ſome Authors 
direct to) and that without any 
hurt to Mother or Child ; ha- 
ving deliverd many Women 
of ſuch Births. The greateſt 
difficulty I ever found, was to 
be very quick in bringing the 
Child to the Birth, whilſt the 
Pains were ſtrong, juſt on the 
breaking of the Waters : and 
not to be too buſy in ſuch La- 
bours, till there is a ſufficient 
proſpect; then the Work will 
be ſoon finiſhd with credit. 
O B- 
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OBSERVATION nv. : 
A Woman being brought into h 
great Painsand Danger be- f 
fore her Time by her Mid- : 
tl 

R 


wife, but went her Time 
out after, and both Mother | 
and Child did well. WY 


WAS {lent for to a Shep- I 
herd's Wife at Kmg's-Clife. 1 
Her Husband told me ſhe had a! 
been in Labour from Saturday, 19 
and he came for me Monday in I tl! 
the Afternoon. I found the L 
Woman much fatigud, having n 
had a great many ſmall Pains, b 
but found they were not La- 1 
bour Pangs ; although her Mid- lh 
wife often call d for the Receiver ſe 
b to 
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to take the Child, on Sunday 
night. When I came and heard 
wiz had been done, I told her 
Ju as certain the Symptoms of 
Labour the Woman had upon 
her, were the effect of her too 
frequently Touching her. For 
found the Uzeras open the 
breadth oi a Crown-Piece. I 
then askd the Woman if her 
Reckoning was out ? She told 
me 'twas not full nine Months 
ſince ſhe had her firſt Child, and 
ſhe went but eight Months with 
it; which made her Midwife 
and Women to believe ſhe would 
go no longer with this. I told 
them, in Wort, twas not her 
Labour, and it ſhe would follow 
my directions, I did not queſtion 
but ſhe would go her full Time. 
They ſaid they would not be- 
lieve it: but the Woman her- 
ſelf ſaid, She would take my ad- 
„ 
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vice. I order'd Nurſe to put 
her to bed, and keep her there 
at leaſt two Days; and told her 
what Fomentation to make, and 
to uſe it warm three times a 
Day, till all her Diſorders were 
taken off, which the Midwife 
had brought on her, by her too 
buſy Touching. I charg'd the 
Woman, when ſhe was taken in 
True Labour (which J inform 'd 
her how to know) That ſhe 
ſhould keep her bed, and not 
riſe as ſoon as ſhe felt her firſt 
Pangs : a way common in the 
country; nor to ſend for her 
Midwite too ſoon. She told 
me ſhe hoped I would come to 
her: I anſwer'd, I was ſenſible 
her Time would be ſo quick, 
that it would be in vain to ſend 
for me; neither would ſhe have 
any occaſion : for a good Mo- 
therly Woman might be able to 


deliver 
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deliver her; and I am ſure, 
many Women would fare much 
better, if they committed them- 
ſelves to God and Nature, than 
to employ ignorant Midwives. 
I went home, and ſent her pro- 
per Medicines to eaſe her Pain, 
and the Saturday following, 
which was our market-day, her 
Husband came to me, and told 
me his Wife was brave and well ; 
he hoped ſhe would go her 
Time out, and have a live 
Child ; the firſt being born 
dead. I told him I did not 
quettion 1. _ 

That day three Weeks he 
came to my houſe again, and 
told me his Wife was deliverd 
of a Daughter, about two of 1 
the clock that morning. And 1 
as I obſerved to her it hap- 
pen'd; for before the firſt neigh- 
bour could get to his houſe, the mM 

| | Child 1 
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Child was born. His Wife and 
Child were both well. In fx 
Weeks after ſhe came to ſee me, 


and return me thanks for my 


advice: and told me ſhe was 
certain her firſt Child would 
have been born alive, had ſhe 
ſent for me, and herlelt freed 
from a great deal of miſery, 
that ſhe went through ; ſhe alſo 


affirmd ſhe was „. and 


ſtronger in one Week, than ſhe 
was of the firſt Child in three 


Months. 
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OBSERVATION XXXV. 
The Delivery of a Woman, 
the Water being broke, 
and kept flowing above fix 
weeks before ſhe fell in 
Labour, but did not go 


out her time. 


WAS lent for to a Gentle- 

woman, that I had deliver'd 
of all her Children, ſhe having 
had ſeveral before this. I found 
her in a great ſurprize; ſhe 
told me ſhe thought herſelf five 
months gone with Child, bur, 
as ſhe fat at Dinner, her Water 
broke, and a large quantity 
came off; it ſtill continued, yet 
ſhe declared ſhe had not the 
3 5 leaſt 
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leaſt pain. I told her there was 
no Danger in her Caſe, if ſhe 


would take my advice, To keep 
herſelf very quiet. She asked me 


if I thought ſhe ſhould go her 


Time? I anſwered, I much 
queltion'd it; but keeping her- 


{elf quiet, was the only thing 


I could adviſe, to prevent Mi- 
carrying. She continued fix 
weeks and four days, her Waters 
conſtantly running all that 
time : She was then taken with 
{mall Pains, and ſent for me; 
I told her 1t would prove her 
Labour, though not ſo quick 
as her other Labours uſed to be, 
when at her full time. She was 
in Bed when I went to her, it 
being early in the morning; I 
deſired ſhe would keep herſelf 


there, which ſhe did, and about 


three hours after, her Pains came 


ſtronger, that in a little time I 
delivered 
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delivered her of a Son, alive, 
and in good caſe, conſidering 
the time ſhe went with it, 

which was fix months fourteen 
days. There did not appear the 
leaſt Diſorder in the Child, 

from her Waters being broke ſo 
long before its time. The Child 
being born ſo long before the 
uſual time, was the occaſion 
of 1ts death, for he lived but a 
few hours; and the reaſon of 
her Travail being more lingering 
than when at her full time, was 
from the Unnaturalneſs of her 
Labour, which I have obſerved 
is ſeldom otherwiſe in caſes 
where Women come before 
their time. I ſhould not have 
mentioned this, (becauſe I have 
had many ſuch Births in my 
Practice) were it not that many 
Women are apt to be much diſ- 

couraged when ſuch Circum- 


R 2 ſtances | 
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ftantes happen to them. About 
five Years ago, one of my Wo- 
men ſent for me, and, when I 
came, told me ſhe was much 
{urprized and frighted, for her 
Waters were broke, and that 
without Pain: She had a month 
longer to reckon, and fear'd it 
was a token of her death, be- 
cauſe her Children always fol- 
lowed her Waters; I gave her 
for reaſon of this Alteration; 
That it often happen'd, from 
the thinneſs of the Membranes, 
and the weight of the Waters, 
and told her it was my opinion 
the would go her time, as many 
had to my knowledge. I gave 
her many inftances of this na- 
ture. She went a month longer, 
which completed her Reckon- 
ing; but ſhe fatigued me daily, 
ſending for me, and telling me 
that one Friend and another 
NT - ſtrove 
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ſtrove to perſuade her that they 
were certain ſhe muſt be in 
great danger, and asked why 
ſhe did not fend for a Man, and 
be delivered? I told her, {he 
might uſe her pleaſure, for my 
part, I apprehended no Danger 

attending her, and that I never 
had one Woman do amiſs in my 


Life in her Caſe, and did not 


doubt her doing well, when 
her time was expired. And ſo 
ſhe did, and had the quickeſt 
and beſt time that ever ſhe had 
before or ſince. 
The beſt Advice I can give, 
and what I always found Auc- 
ceſsful, whenever a Woman's 
Water breaks (let the time be 
long or ſhort, before their 
Reckonings are expired) is, to 
keep themſel ves as Quiet as poſ- 
ſible, and take care they g get no 
Cold, and then to wait with 
Patience, 
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Patience, and not to lay any 
Strels on Nature, nor in the 
leaſt to uſe any Arr, or Endea- 
vours to promote a Delivery. 
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OBSERVATIONXXXVI. 


The Delivery of a Woman 


who of fs former Chil. 


dren had injured herſelf. 


by too Strait Lacing. 


Farmer's Wife that lived 

two Miles 1n the Country, 

came to {peak with me, and told 

me, ſhe had four months . 
reckon, tho', by her Bigneſs, I 

thou ght ſhe could not have one; 

but ſhe told me, ſhe was ſure 1 it 

was ſo. I then told her, * 

e 
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ſhe laced very tight; ſhe {aid it 
was what ſhe was adviſed to by 


her Midwife, and Acquaintance 


in the Country. I an{wer'd, it 
was a great Error, and that the 
ought to give herſelf all the 
1 poſſible; ſhe ſeemed 
very much rejoiced, for ſhe ſaid 
ſhe was uſually ſick, and fainted 
three or four times a day. She 
begg'd I'd let her — 5 hear 
my opinion; for of her two 
former Children ſhe was in La- 
bour a week each Child, and 
both dead born, which the 
Women told her Husband was 
owing to her not lacing ſtraight 
enough. Her Husband return- 
ing to my houſe in about half 
an hour, I told him the Advice I 
had been giving his Wife, but 
that ſhe did not incline to fol- 

low it without his approbation. 

He immediately acquieſced to 
what 


128 4 Complete Praclice 
what I ſaid, afid deſiring her to 
lace moderately the reſt of the 
time, he declared twas a great 
concern to him to ſee her in 
thoſe fainting Fits; but that 
his greateſt deſire being to have 
a Child alive, made him per- 
ſuade her to bear her lacing. I 
cannot imagine what Advantage 
any Woman can receive from 
ſevere lacing; but, on the con- 
trary, have known it very in- 
jurious, eſpecially to ſuch ſhort 
Women as this was; for the 
Pelois in ſuch being much 
ſhorter, of conſequence mult be 
leſs than in tall Women; and 
were they to lace below the Os 
- Pubas, hs could not walk. So 
that all the room above the 
Share- bone being little enough 
to contain a Child, certainly 
ſuch people as do adviſe ſtraight 
lacing, never ſaw a Woman 
open d, 
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open d, undeliver d; if they 
had, they could not be of that 
Opinion, but adviſe them rather 
to wear no ſtays; for to ſee in 
what little room the Bowels are 
confined, and eſpecially when 
the Child is very large, it is 
aſtoniſhing that Women and 
Children do well; what can 
be ſaid for it is, the Omniſcient 
that form'd us in the Womb, 
hath ordered it ſo. 
According to the Woman's 
Reckoning, about four months 
after, I was ſent for about ten 
at Night, and finding her up, 
order'd her to bed; ſhe ask'd 
me, What ſhe ſhould do there, 
for ſhe never went to bed when 
in labour in her life? However, 
ſhe agreed to be ruled by me, 
and went to bed. About eleven 
o'clock, I ſat down by her, and 
found my aſlifting her, (in put- 
8 ing 
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ing my two fingers juſt within 


the entrance of the Uterus) 


ſtrengthened her Pains, and 
with every Pain brought it 
forward to the Os Pubis. Her 
Child proceeded very fait, for 
by this method I am always 
capable of ſtrengthening and 
lengthening a Woman's Pains, 
if in true Labour. About 
twelve of the clock, ſhe began 
to be very impatient, and de- 
{ir'd to riſe, but was no ſooner 
up, than ſhe begg'd to go to 
bed again. I told her, if ſhe 
would go to bed again, there 
ſhe muſt be delivered; and, 
accordingly, about one o'clock 
I laid her 1n a proper poſture 
for that purpoſe, and, (by the 


before-mentioned method of 
bringing the mouth of the Ma- 


trix, above the Os Pubis, with 
every Pain, till the Child's head 


was 
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was quite clear from it) I de- 


livered her, in about an hour, 


of a Son, a very ſtout Child, 
and alive. „ 

T have endeavoured to be very 
plain in this Obſervation, that 
if the Readers profeſſing the 
Art of Midwifery have the 
leaſt genius, they may ſoon ar- 
rive to be great proficients in 
this Art. 
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OBSERVATION XXXVII. 


The Delivery of a Woman 
who had been in Labour 
two Nights and one Day, 
and her Pains gone, but 
recover d by an Anodyne. 


WAS ſent for to a Comber's 

Wife, by Eaſt Gate. I found 
the had been in Labour two 
nights and one day. Her Mid- 
wife told me her Pains were 
gone, and altho' ſhe had given 
her their uſual — A 
large quantity of Dr. Stevens's 
Water, and her Husband's Wa- 
ter, with the juice of Leeks, 
(often mentioned) they did not 
ſtrengthen her Pains. f _ 
FIR 7: 0 
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her Pangs ſmall, and a great 
diſtance between them; not- 
withſtanding I could round the 
Head of the Child to the Ears. 
I order'd her Nurſe to warm 
the bed hot, it being cold wea- 
ther, and, as ſoon as ſhe was 
in bed, gave her an Anodyne, 
(which 1 have always found 
{ſucceſsful in lingering Labours, 
to remove unprofitable Pains, 
and facilitate the Birth in true 
Labours) which,according to my 
expectation, ſucceeded ; ſhe ſoon 
fell hs þ and continued ſleep- 


ing and doſing for ſix hours; 


ſoon after ſhe wak' d, her Pains 


came on ſtronger; I was ſent 
for again, and found her Pains, 
with my aſliſtance, (as in the 
former Obſevation,) an{wered 
the deſired Ends of a {peedy 
Delivery: but her Child was 
dead ; * its skin being full 

of 
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of bliſters of water, appeared 
to have been dead ſome time. 
However, the Woman did well, 
notwithſtanding the length of 
her Labour. 


an rid XXXVIII. 


A Woman delivered of her 
Child five Days before 1 
was ſent for, and unable 
to make Water, retieved 


by a Catheter. 


WAS lent for to Eaſt-Street, 
to a Gentlewoman who had 
been delivered five Days, and 
made no Water 1n all that time, 
bur brought up molt ſhe took, 
and was 1n continual Pain, She 


was extremely {welled, and her 
Belly 
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Belly much bigger than it was 
before her Delivery. I was 
obliged to make uſe of a Ca- 
theter, and immediately drew 
off more than a gallon of water, 
which gave ber great eaſe for 
the preſent. She had a Phyſician 
5 Fas the ſecond day; he order'd 
her Fomentations to her Belly 
three times a day. I was forc'd 
the next day to draw off her 
water again. When her Phy- 
ſician ask'd me my opinion, 
what was the matter with her? 
I told him I thought an Inflam- 
mation of the Womb : He ſaid, 
that was very contrary to what 
her Midwife told him. I gave 
him for reaſon, that in Touch- 
ing her, I found the Womb ex- 
ceedingly ſwelled, and very 
hard. I continued to draw off 
her Water once a day, for eight 
days. Her Vomiting ſtill con- 
tinued, 
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tinued, with a violent Fever, 
and her Cleanſings quite ſtop'd ; 
and altho' her Phyſician, (a Cen- 
tleman of Eudition and Judg- 
ment) ordered her a great many 
proper medicines for that caſe; 
yet ſhe continued a fortnight 
more like to die than to live; 
but the ſixteenth day after her 
Delivery, ſhe was taken with a 
violent Purging, and had near 
forty ſtools in twenty-ſix 
hours, and; though what ſhe 
voided was very black, and in- 
{upportably offenſive, yet, by 
the care of her Phyſician, ſhe 
recovered, and did well. 
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OBSERVATION XXXIX. 


The Delivery of a Woman 
whoſe Child's Arm pre- 


ſented firſt. 


Was ſent for to a Comber's 

Wife in St. James's Pariſh, 
about eight of the Ciock at 
night, but, being very ill of the 
Cholick, could not go. They 
told me ſhe had a Midwife 
with her, but ſhe could not 
deliver her; and about twelve 
oclock I was called again; but 
continuing very ill, they ſent 
for another Midwife. About 
five of the clock in the morn- 
ing, they ſent again, and told 
me the Woman would die, if 
* I did 
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I did not go to her aſliſtance, 

for neither of her Midwives 
could deliver her. This oblig'd 
me to riſe and go with them, al- 

tho' I was ſo ill as to be forced 
to hold by the Woman's Husband 
and another. When I got there, 

1 found the Child's Arm out 
of the Birth; I immediately 
ſearched for the Feet, which 1 | 
ſoon found, and in a little 
time completed the Delivery. 

I was led home, and in my 
bed before the clock ſtruck 
ſix. This fixed my Reſolution 
of leaving Taunton, for the 
Country Buſineſs was too hard 
for me; having no conveniency 
in any Illneſs, but obliged to 
go on horſeback, or foot, which 
had ſo impaired my health, 

that, notwithſtanding it is ſix- | 
teen years ſince I left it, I enjoy | 
more health and ſtrength, & | 

1 
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I did at that time; for I brought 
at leaſt three hundred Children 
a year into the World, for many 
years before I left the town. 
I could enumerate vaſt num- 
bers of theſe Obſervations; but 
have ſet down only a few, 
which, I hope, will prove be⸗ 
neficial to my lex in general, 
when 1n my grave. 


OBSERVATION XL. 


The Delivery of a Woman 
in a very 3 Con- 
dition, the Child's Head 
lying on the Os Pubis. 


WAS lent for to Paul's Sreet, 
to a Gentlewoman, her own 


Midwife being from home. She 
X 3 - ſaid 
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{aid ſhe uſually had very good 
Times, but was more uneaſy the 
laſt three months of her time, 
with this Child, than ever ſhe 
was before, altho' this was her 
eighth child. She ſaid her Child 
lay exceeding forward, which 
occaſioned her a great deal of 
Pain, in the lower Part of her 
Belly and Groin. When 1 
Touch'd her, I ſoon let her 
know the reaſon of her Pain; 
the Child was a little lodged 
on the Os Pubs, which cauſed a 
{harper Travail than any ſhe had 
before, although I delivered her 
in the {pace of two hours. Her 
Husband's relations perſuaded 
her it was owing to the Change 
of Midwives ; however, {he 


was willing to have me at her 
next Delivery, but they would 
not conlent to it; ſo ſhe had 
her own Midwife again, e 
a 
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had as good a time as ever; 
which confirmed her relations 
in their opinion, that the fault 
Was in the Midwife. But being 
with Child again, ſhe very often 
complained that ſhe was in the 
lame manner, and as uneaſy as 
ſhe was of the Child that I de- 
livered her of. When her time 
was expired, and ſhe was in 
Labour, ſhe ſent for her for- 
mer Midwife about ſix of the 
clock in the morning; ſhe 
continued 1n ſhort Pains, bur 
very ſharp, till two in the After- 
noon, and from that time, till 


nine af the clock at night, ſhe 
1 violent ſtrong pains, and 


y faſt; and rhow her Mid- 
Wife and Friends admitted me 
to be {ent for. When I entered 
the chamber, ſhe was jult laid 
on the bed, and looking very 


herce in my face, clapp'd her 
hands 
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hands together, in great Agony, 
and ſaid, She ſhould never be 
delivered; I laid, I hop'd ſhe 
would. 1 Touch'd her, bor was 
terribly {urprized, for 1 never 
found a Woman ſo ſwell d, and 
was at a great ſtand to think 
how the Child could be born 
with ſafety. I turn'd to the 
Midwife, and ask'd her, How 
ſhe could be guilty of ſo much 
cruel uſage to her fellow crea- 
ture? She anſwer'd, ſhe —_ 
ſhe was very much well d; 
told her, had it been her own 
caſe, ſhe would have thought it 
very harſh uſage. I proceeded 
to relieve the poor Woman out 
of her diſtreſs, and found in 
every Pain the Child preſs d 
hard on the Os Pubis, as the 
former one did, when I was 
with her, and reliev'd her Child, 
and delivered her in two hours. 
As 
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As ſoon as I had clear'd this 
Child from the Share-bone, I 
was obliged to keep it back 
with all my flirength, three 
Pains, before I dar'd ſuffer it to 
be born, (for fear of ill conſe- 
quences) the mother being ſo 
much ſwell'd. I thank God I 
delivered her very ſafe, the ſe- 
venth Pain, after I was with 
her, and her Child was born 
alive, to her great Satisfaction, 
but was oblig d to poultis and 
foment the Parts for eight days 
before ſhe could turn in her bed. 
She recovered and did well. Her 
Mid wife told me, that her Child 
had lain from ſeven of the clock 
in the morning, without any 
Alteration as ſhe perceived, not- 
withſtanding ſo many hours ex- 
treme Pain. I did not doubt 
the truth of it; but ask'd how 
the could expect a Delivery, as 


p, 


the 


N 
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the Child lay: For it was im- 
poſſible it could come through 
the bones. I deſired to know 
what advantage ſhe gained by 
working ſo violently on the 
Woman's Body, telling her it 
was very detrimental to the 
Woman that was under her care. 
When I left Taunton, ſhe was 
with Child again, and gone 
half her time, aud was greatly 
troubled at my departure. 


N Nd 
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OBSERVATION XLE 


The Delivery of a Woman 
taken with a violent Flood. 
ing before her time. 


WAS lent for to a Gen- 
tlewoman in Vine, ſtreet, in 
Briſtol, who was about fix 
months gone with Child, taken 
with a violent Flowing of the 
Men ſes. Twas about four of 
the clock in the morning. I. 
found her Phyſician with her, 
who had order'd her ſeveral 
Medicines, but ſhe continued 
flooding very violently. I 
Touch'd her, but found no 
ſymptoms. of Labour. I ſoon 
ſtopp'd her Flooding for that 
U time, 
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time, and ſhe went to ſleep. I 
was call'd again, about eight the 
ſame morning, in great haſte, 
her Flooding being return'd 
with violence. As ſoon as I 
Touch'd her, I ſtopp'd it again, 
as I have often done in my Pra- 
ctice, and always ſucceeded 
in ten minutes, or leſs, after 
Touching of a Woman; though 
it would often return again, as 
this Gentlewoman's did; where- 
fore I told her Phyſician it was 
my opinion the ſooner ſhe was 
delivered, the better; but he 
thought it belt to ſtay, and de- 
fer it, if her Flooding did not 
return. But about five in the 
afternoon 1t returned ; I then 
purpoled a Delivery, though no 
{ymptoms offered but her flow- 
ing, which had caus'd the mouth 
of the Matrix to be relaxed : 
She deſired me to deliver her; 
I put 
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I put my Fore-finger in the 
Mouth of the Womb, and ſo a 
lecond, and, by degrees, and a 
little ſtrength, my whole hand; 
and „finding the Child lie acroſs, 
I ſearch'd for the Feet, which I 
ſoon found, and brought them 
forward, and fo completed the 
Delivery in twenty minutes; 
and the Centlewoman told me, 
ſhe was ſtronger this time in 
one week, than ſhe had been in 
three months of ſome of her 
former Children, in the ſame 
Circumſtances; for ſhe had ſe- 
veral ſuch before. But the only 
reaſon of her weakneſs, was 
want of a quicker Delivery, be- 
fore ſhe had loſt ſo much Blood, 
as, ſhe told me, they always 
ſuffer d her to do, before they 
deliver d her. I attended ha: 
ſeveral Children after, at her 
| 6 full 
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full time, with little or no dan- 
ger, more than common. I 
have been with many Women 
that have flooded prodigiouſly, 
ſome in Miſcarriages, and ſome 
at their full time; but, thank 
God, I never loſt any Life in 
that caſe, through all my Pra- 
ctice. It is a ſecret I would 
willingly have made known, for 
the benefit of my Siſters in 
the Profeſſion : But, having a 
Daughter that has practiſed the 
lame Art theſe ten years, with 
as good ſucceſs as my elf, 1 
ſhall leave it in her power to 
make it known. There are a 
great many that will acknow- 
ledge, that (with the Omn1- 
potent's leave) I have preſerved 
the lives of many in Miſcar- 
riages; ſome ſix, ſeven, nay eight 
times miſcarrying, before they 
have 
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have had a Child to live, and 


every time attended with vio- 
lent Floodings, yet all did well. 


OBSERVATION XLIL 


The Delivery of a Woman 
with the Child's Face to- 
wards the Belly. 


WAS ſent for on St. Philip's 
Plain, to a Woman who had 

een in Pain a night and a day; 
but when ! Touch'd her, I fon ad 
her Pains were but the begin- 
ing of Labour. I gave her an 
Anodyne that night, and re- 

turned home. Her Pains abated; 
I attended her the next day, and 
found but little Alteration; I 
ordered her the ſame the Night 
follow- 
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following. The next day her 
Pangs ſeemed to — 6c but 
her Labour was not forward 
enough for my aſſiſtance; I re- 
peated the ſame Draught that 
night. They ſent for ine the 
next morning, which was the 
fourth day after my firſt at- 
tending. 1 Touch'd her, and 
found the Matrix open, the 
breadth of a Six-pence; the 
Child lay very high, which was 
ſurprizing, her Pains being ex- 
treme ſtrong: She told me they 
had been ſo violent from one of 
the clock in the morning, and 
this was about five. I endea- 
voured to dilate the Womb, tho' 
to little purpoſe, nor could 1 
get the Child's head off the Os 
Pubis, which did not anſwer my 
expectation, nor the poor Wo- 


man's Pains. I then ſuſpected 


the Child came wrong, not- 
with- 
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withſtanding it preſented the 
head firſt ; and I deſired to re- 
linquiſh my place, inſiſting on 
having a Man-midwife {ent for; 
but the Woman wou d not ſuffer 
it, and told me, if I wonld not 
deliver her, ſhe would die, for 
ſhe'd not conſent for any one 
elle. She was a Woman of ex- 
ceeding good Spirits, and did 
not want for Pangs, yet her 
Pains proved i injurious to her 
Delivery. 1 again urg'd the Wo- 
man, her Mother, and Friends, 
to fend for a Man; but they 
would not conſent, unleſs I 
politively affirm'd I could not 
deliver her. I could not ſay 
that, and ſpeak truth. Lien 
laid her — the bed, with a 
bolſter and pillows under her 
flomach, to give the more. li- 
berty for her belly to lie hol- 
low, that I might the better be 
able 
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able to ſearch her, and find 
which way the Head came ; it 
was with a good deal of difh- 
culty I obtained ſatisfaction, by 
reaſon of the ſtrength of her 
Pains. I found the Child's Face 
came to the Belly; it was a pro- 
digious long-headed child, and 
her firſt, and was every way very 
large. I then deſpaired of de- 
livering her without an Inſtru- 
ment, which I did not care to 
uſe; ſo delired them again to 
{end for a Man- midwife; but 
they would not conlent. I was 
well aſſured the Child could nor 
he born with the Head foremoſt 
without an Inſtrument, neither 
could it be born unleſs the 
Child's Head was unbrain'd, 
with ſafety to the Woman; 
wherefore, being certain the 
Child was alive, I came to a 
" Reſolution to turn the Child, 
and 
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and bring it by the Feet, which 
I concluded Ne be the ſafeſt 
way for the Woman, but fear'd 
it would be too hard for the 
Child, yet refolv'd, with God's 
help, to do my duty; and ſo, 
leaving the event to the Omni- 
potent, I ſearch'd for the Feet, 
but her Pains were ſo violent as 
to make it very difficult to get 
hold of a Foot; however, in 
about fifteen minutes, got 
hold of one, and brought it 
towards me with all my ſtrength; 
the other followed, 7 in bal 
an hour, I deliver d her of a 
live Child. I was greatly fa- 
tigued in turning and keeping 
the Face to the Back; yet had 
not that been done, it would 
not have an{wer'd a ſafe De- 
livery. The Woman and Child 
did well, I have deliver'd " 
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of five Children ſince ; her 


third Child came the ſame as 


the firſt, and all her Childrens 


Heads were prodigiouſly big, 
and very long; I was oblig'd 
to turn that Child alſo; but 
the Mother and Children did 
11 

T have had ſeveral Children 


come with their Faces up- 


wards, and the Mothers have 
had good Times, when the 
Childrens Heads have been very 
round, and they not large. The 
realon of my being particular 
in this Obſervation 1s, having 
been inform'd of ſeveral Wo- 
men that have been delivered 
with Inſtruments, and rent both 
in one, when Children have 
preſented their Heads firft, and 
Faces to the Belly, having long 
Heads; when theſe young Pro- 

5 feſſors 
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feſſors firing a Hook in the 
poor Babe's Head, and bringing 
the Child off by Force (with 
great Strength and little Know- 
ledge) have ruin'd many Women 
and Children, that I have heard 
of. I can ſpeak it with ſincerity, 
and truth, that I never injured 
a Woman in all my Practice, 
nor did I ever hear my Mother 
had any one ſuch accident in 
all her's. Nor do I remember 
that I ever heard of above two, 
before I went to Briſtol, that 
ſuffer'd in that manner: But 
the Information I have had 
from {ome Nurſes, and the un- 
fortunate Sufferers, proves it 
not to be very uncommon there, 
through miſmanagement in the 
firſt beginnings of Labour; 
wherefore it is neceſſary that an 
exact judgment ſhould be made, 

X 2 whether 
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whether the Child's Head is {i- 


tuated right or wrong; or if 


the Child preſſes forward on 
the Os Pubis, which if it 


Mou'd, it is beft to adviſe the 
Woman to lie in her Bed, and 
on her Back, during her ſmall 
Pains; for, by that means, her 
Child will ſettle to the Back, 
where it muſt come, before it 
is born. For my part, I never 
found when a Child was clear 
of the Os Pubs, but it would 
be born without preſſing back 
the Os Sacrum, as is the practice 
of many, and, in my Judg- 


ment, without any Founda- 


tion. I have read many Authors 
that adviſe ſuch practice, and 
even give directions to preſs 
back the Os Sacrum with all 
one's itrength , the breadth 
of one $ hand : Which Practice 

TT = I muſt 
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I muſt condemn, as being ver 
5 5 * 


prejudicial to Women; for [ 


never found it once ſucceſsful, 


but very much to the contrary. 


OBSERVATION XILIII. 


The Delivery of a Woman, 
the Bottom of the Womb 
falling through its Neck. 


WAS lent for to a Woman 
in Labour; I found her 


Pains very ſtrong; as ſoon as I 
Touch'd her, I found the Child 
lay right, but the Mouth of 
the Womb was ſunk conſider— 
ably below the Child's Head: 
ſhe being in her bed, I kept her 


ON 
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on her Back, and, with the two 
fore- fingers of my right hand, 
I railed the Womb. and the 
Child came forward, and was 
ſoon born; but, to my great 
Suprize, going to fetch the 
After: burden, I felt a great Sub- 
ſtance, not anlike a Child s Head 
ready to be born, and finding 
the After-burden faſt over it, 
J immediately luppoled what 
it proved to be, the Bottom 
of the Womb fallen through 
its Neck ; I directly put my ff 
againſt the Subſtance, and re- 
turn'd it, but not without 4 
good deal of ſtrength and diffi · 
culty, and I held my hand ſtill 
till I found the en of the 
Womb begin to contract itſelf; 
then I peeled off the After- 
burden £ you would the Rind 
from a Orange, and brought 
1t 
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it away with little trouble, and 
the Woman did very well; I 
kept her in bed ſome days longer 
than ſhe uſed to be of her other 
Children, and ſhe had not the 


leaſt Complaint after, although 


near three months bei ko 


Delivery the complained of a 


great Bearing down, infomuch 
that ſhe was not able to ſtand 
nor walk; but lay on a couch 
when out of BY which dit- 
order occaſioned her to ſpeak 
to me. She 1s {till alive, Fg 
well; it is about four years ago, 
and the firſt and only Cafe of 
this kind I ever met with. I 
had not ſo much as Touch'd 
the Navel-{tring, when I per- 
ceiv'd this Accident; therefore 
the Occaſion of it muſt pro- 
ceed, as I conjecture, from the 
weakneſs of the Woman, and 


her 


Prey 
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her having ſuch a Bearing- down 
{o long before her Labour, and 
the ſtrength of her Pains, that 


cauſed the bottom of the 


Womb to follow the Child. 


The reaſon of my being o 


plain in this tion is, 


We a few Years before this 


Accicent happened to me, a 


Midwife was very much blam'd 
on account of a Woman that 


died in this cale, in leſs than 


two hours after her Child was 


born, the Midwife taking the 
inverted Womb for another 


Child; and ſhe endeavouring 
to deliver her, as ſhe told her 


friends about "her, till the Wo- 
man fainted, and "then a Man- 
midwife was {ent for; and he 
not being at home, they called 
another, and they both met 


Near rogether at the Wo- 
mans 


P 
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man's houſe, but neither of 
them could return the Womb 
into its place, but they brought 
off the After-burden, and the 
Woman immediately expired, 


I was informed that the 
Men-midwives condemned the 
Woman-midwife, telling her ſhe 
had pulled the Navel-{tring with 
Violence, or elſe this Accident 
would not have happened ; but 
ſhe declared ſhe did not; and 
what ſhe {aid might be true; 
for if every Womb ſhould be 
inverted by fetching the After- 
burden by the String, although 
with a conſiderable Strength, 
there would be many ſuch ac- 
cidents, which, experience tells 
us, ſeldom happen. But, I 
think, they would have done 


well, to have informed this 
Rx Mow 
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Midwife that, as foon as ſhe 
felt the afore-1aid ſubſtance, ſhe 
ſhould have uſed her art and 
ſtrength to have returned it. 


But, if ſhe wanted know- 
ledge, as I doubt ſhe did, ſhe 
ſhould have preſently ſent for 
farther advice ; for ſuch Caſes 
admit of no delay ; therefore 
Midwives ought to be well in- 
ſtructed in every Particular of 
this ſo uſeful an art; for I 
queſtion whether the Womb 
might be returned, unleſs it 
be done in a few minutes 
after its being inverted; for I 
am ſatisfied it was not more 
than four minutes after the 
Child was born that I was 
ſenſible of my Woman's Cale, 
and I preſently endeavoured 
to return the Womb; but J 
8 found 
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found it a difficult work; 
and it 1s not to be done with- 
out knowledge and reſolution ; 
but, praiſed be the Almighty 
God, I accompliſhed it. 


THE END 


